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lOUHiit.AK Sana crops to be destroyed 

AMMAN _(Pttra) — TTjc Cabinfct deride! Saturday to destroy all 
yeggiMe* irrigated by KhiriKt Al Samra -water, upon fr recommendation 
issnedl^a committee chaired by Mm^er or wker and Irrigation &nw 
Kw®: •» u^oct entrusted the jmi nj s i i y sdtfi detcminiitg lots of bind 
«tot«l.by KhiftHt AT Ssmra water which was found contaminated. 

** ten, j 1 from.tbe Khfrbet Al Samnarea down to the Him . 
T«WD®n. According to' the Cabinet deatioa, fanneis rathe area wO 

mhr hP inABtarf 4 m nf«is ihtuAS i_ rli j .* ■ r & « • 


|p Serials 
V DIVISION 


gra b? B fte remaining part of two financial pro to cols that ai m y rrinre , 
thetflwts of implementing economic reform; programme and fo.bdp 
create new job opportunities through extending loans and grams to 
BOB^weiraneotaf.msdtntkMB and indOviduais. Tbe grant will be used hi ' 
. training and preparing labour force, adrainteering the project, aids to 
MMovenunutal institutions such as the Noor.Al Hussein foundation, 

the Queen Alia Jordan Social Welfare Fuod(QAF), and the General 
Union of Voluntary Societies and Save the Children Fund as well as 
extending loans to small farmenL 
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Turkey seeks Iranian help against rebels 

ISTANBUL (R) — Turkish Interior Minister Ismct Sczgin, in Tehran to 
discuss border security, sought Iran's help Saturday in curbing rebel Kurds 
and promised to cooperate in return against the Iranian opposition group 
Mujahedeeo-e-Khalq. “We need cooperation from our neighbours in our 
struggle with the PKK (Kurdish Labour Party),” Mr. Sezgin told 
Anatolian news agency after meeting his Iranian counterpart Abdolah 
Notin'. He also promised the release- of an Iran-bound. arm^Iudcn 
Cyprus-registered ship whose seizure by Turkey last October soured 
relations between Tehran and Ankara. Welcoming Mr. Sezgin's call for 
cooperation, Mr. Nouri said Iran would do its part to secure the border 
agamst infiltration by the PKK. whose eight-year fight for an independent 
Kurdish state in southeast Turkey has cost 4300 lives. “But in return. 
Turkey must not allow the activities of groups opposed to our regime." 
Mr. Nouri raid. "The Mujahedeeen-c-Khalq is killing our official?, and 
people. Regretfully, this group is active in Turkey and no one is doing 
anything about it." 
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*■ Sweden to probe 
£ Hammarsk]old 
i report 


said Saturday it was seeking more 
information on a report chat the 
1961 death of Swedish U.N. 
Secretary-General Dag Ham- 
raarskjold in . a plane crash in 
northern Rhodesia was not 
-accidental. Foreign ministry 
spokesman Claes Jeritaeus said 
m, retired diplomat Bengt Rosio 
" would travel to Britain Monday. 
He will meet with one or both of 
jhe former U.N. officials who 
have made public new charges 
that Mr. Hammarskjold’s plane 
ya s downed by mercenaries 
ybrldng for Belgian mining in- 
terests in die Congo (later Zaire). 
The trip, “is to find out what 
happened that day, not only be- 
cause Dae Hammaiskiold was 


• pn 

rx • ‘ had “falsified tbe popular wffl in a 

^ trivial fashion, giving a humfliat- 
ing and distorted image of the 
Moroccan penile.’' 

li} Rafeanjani returns 
to Tehran 

NICOSIA (AP) — Iranian Presi- 
dent Hasbemi ‘ Rafsanjam re- 
turned to Tehran Saturday after a 
two-week trip to Indonesia, 

. Pakistan and China. The offidaT 
r. id ^Islamic Republic News Agency 
• ^ said Mr. Rafeanjani noted that 
China had agreed to provide a 
nuclear reactor to Iran. Tbe Un- 
j-.i ited States criticised die deal as 
^ “highly imprudent” because of 
^2 fears Iran might develop nuclear 
•r^ weapons, but the news agency 
reported no comment on that 
criticism by Mr. Rafeanjani. Both 
^ Tehran and Beijing insist the 
duclear cooperation is not aimed 
: at producing weapons. 

Djibouti says 
% T i} 39 rebels killed 

-'j i tWIBOUTI (R) — Djibouti army 
commander Colonel Fatri Hus- 
" jtk $P*n said Saturday 39 rebels had 
^ been killed and many wounded in 
Renewed dashes in northern 
\ -Djibouti. Three gove rnm ent soL 

(Jiers were killed and six wounded 
hl the fighting which began 
-' f Thursday, be said. Col. Hussein 

r ' Slid rebels of tbe Front for tbe 

J a Restoration of Unity and Demo- 
eracy (FRUD) attacked govem- 
ment positions at Obock, a town 
- on the northeastern coast- erf die 

", tiny Red Sea state. He said the 

v ^ aQned forces and para-nribtaiy 
' police were in control of the area 
and seized large quantities of 
equipment from tberebels. There 
l0 |j{ «ps oo immediate explanation for 
xv the fighting which follows a con- 
stitutional referendum designed 
tef bring Djibouti into line with 
aF 1 ’ die tide of multi-party reform in 
Africa. 

: ,jj^Ugerian extremtots 
jKtfU 1 vow more killings 

.*■»* . - 

ALGIERS (R) — Mnshm fun- 
damentaHsts said on Saturday 
they guxmed down an Algerian 
communist and vowed that other 
“infidels’ 1 would also die. Abdul 
Rhhmane Belazhar, the first poti- 
^ t»ral activist killed amid months 
6f attacks oo security forces and 
*'V government officials, was shot by 
gunmen waiting for him outside ] 
ins home in Constantine Tnes* ! 
<fey. Most of the attacks have 
been Mamed on the outlawed 
\ Mamie Salvation Fnmt (FIS). 

? r^fhe fundamentalists, speaking m 

the name of the FIS, said the man 
“had been found grihy of artfeg 
many rimes as an informer wiMs 
fed cost several FIS mtoi h 
’dearly.” 


seriousness in fresh talks 


THE HEAD of the Jordanian 
team to peace talks with Israel . 
has expressed hope that tbe 
Israeli side would be more forth- 
coming and serious when tbe 
negotiations resume in Washing- 
ton Monday after a 10-day recess. 

Noting that tbe two sides were 
wide apart on defining a common 
agenda for the talks recessed on 
SepL-4, Dr. Abdul Sal am MajaH 
also cautioned against expecting 
quick results in the peace process. 

. “The peace process is compfi- 
cated,” Dr. Majali was quoted as 
saying by the Jordan News Agen- 
cy, Petra. “Tbe (Arab-Israeti) 


their attempts to reach unilateral 
deals with Arab states,” be said, 
describing it as a positive step 
“but not enough...” 

"... The gap between the 
stands of both sides is still wide 
following several sessions of 
negotiations because of the many 
great expectations that were not 
met in negotiations,” be said. 

However, “there is still a Mg 
chance that the Israeli side would 
return to the negotiating table 
with new directives and deal with 
tbe process more seriously.'* 
Dr. Majali stressed that the 
issue of a common agenda for the 


gjon,” he. said. But if such peace 
is to last, be said,- “it has to be 
just.” 

“Here I feel there is a gap 
between tbe U.S. and Israeli 
strategies through which we can 
gain our rights,” he said. 

In reply tc a question on that 
progress achieved in various 
trades in the peace process might 
vary. Dr. Majali said: “We used 
to tell our Arab brethren that 
progress in one track would vary 
from another because of the na- 
ture of file issues under discus- 
sion, and that is why progress in 
the Jordanian track or the Syrian 




Sharif Zeid returns, says King will be back soon 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker 
and Royal Court Chief Khaled Al Karaki returned home 
Saturday after a private visit to Britain and reported that 
His Majesty King Hussein was in good health and expected 
to return home soon. 

The King, who underwent a successful surgery to address 
a urinary tract complaint at an American hospital Aug. 21 
and arrived in London early this month for recuperation, is 
recovering “veiy well ... better than expected," Sharif Zeid 
told Jordan Television in a short statement upon arrival. 

“1 met' him on Thursday (Sept. 10) and again I 
accompanied him to tbe Fam borough airshow on Friday," 
Sharif Zeid said. “He is in good health.” 

“I don't have an exact date,” Sharif Zeid said in reply to 
a question when the King was expected to return home. 
“But we will announce die date when we have it ... it 
should be in a very short while." 



Prime Minister Sharif Zeid Ben Shaker (second from left) 
and Royal Court Chief Khaled Al Karaki (third from left) are 
received upon their return home Saturday by Deputy Prime 
Minister Thouqan Al Hindawi (left) and Deputy Prime 
Minister Ali Subeimat (Petra photo) 


be resolved in a matter of days or 
weeks,’ 1 he told Petra ’in 
Washintfon. . . 

*Dr. Majali said the negotia- 
tions on the Jordanian- Israeli 
track were distinct from other 
tracks since the issues to be tack- 
led were dear and deal with many 
issues seriously arid effectively 
with nO ambiguity. 

When the bilateral talks re- 
sumed for the sixth round on 
Aug. 24,- “we did not feel any 
basic change in the Israeli posi- 
tion despite tbe change in the 
leadership in Israel” with the 
government of Labour leader 
Yitzhak Rabin asnww««g power 
only a few weeks earlier. 

There was indeed a shift in the 
Israeli stand in that the Jewish 
state has now acknowledged that 
it seeks a comprehensive solution 
to the Middle East problem, he 
said. “The Israelis have stopped 


procedural matter, but an issue of 
substance, adding that it was not 
strange for it to consume a longer - 
time. 

In this regard, he said, “we feel 
-that some points were agreed 
upon, and some othera are-being 
studied... (and) we hope that we 
reach a unified agenda for both 
sides so that we coukl choose 
afterwards issues for the serious 
negotiations.” 

Dr. MajaH said if the Israeli 
delegation returns without any- 
thing new on tile issue of a 
common agenda, “then it would 
prove that they do not want 
peace.”.- 

He said the Bush administra-- 
tion was not prompted by any 
' love for the Arabs or hatred for 
Israel or vice-versa to launch the 
peace process. “There is an ob- 
vious American interest in having 
peace in the (Middle -East) re- 


tbings change in every round and 
we could not pay great attention 
to this.” 

He said that “what matters in 
this regard is not how fast prog- 
ress is achieved. What is impor- 
tant is that tbe final solutions 
should be parallel in all tracks.” 

Dr. Majali refereed to tbe 
Palestinian-IsraeK- track, saying 
that it witnesses continuous 
changes. 

He said the Palestinians were 
discussing with their Israeli coun- 
terparts tbe transitional period 
and interim government arrange- 
ments based on the- fetters of 
invitation. 

He said- there are common 
issues concerning the Jordanian 
and Palestinian sides and that 
these issues would be discussed 
bilaterally without the presence 

(Continued on page 5) 


U.S. assails 
Chinese 
nuclear 
sale to Iran 


Iraqi official calls for freedom 
of press as a key priority 



SKaraa rejects as sOly the idea 
of Israel ‘leasing’ part of Golan 


CAIRO (Agencies) — Syria’s 
foreign minister dismissed as “sil- 
ly” the idea that ferae! might 
lease back parts of the Golan 
Heights in return for recognising 
Syrian sovereignty. 

“I don’t think the Israeli ride 
has prepared this silly offer,” 
Farouk Al Sharaa said Saturday 
when be arrived in. Cairo for a 
meeting of Arab League foreign 
ministers. 

Israel and Syria, breaking a 
diplomatic impasse in peace talks 
that had dragged on for months 
under fanner Israeli Prime Minis- 
ter Yrtzhak Shamir, exchanged 
documents m Washington last 
week with rival proposals over 
the Golan and other issues. 

Commentators have said Israel 
has suggested withdrawing* from, 
part of the strategic plateau it 
seized during the 1967 war and 
temporarily leasing other pans 
while recognising Syrian 
sovereignty. 

Answering a question about 
“Palestinian fears’ 1 that a deal 
between Syria and Israel would 


lead to a separate peace, Mr. 
Sharaa said Syria’s position was 
an unchanged demand for full 
and unconditional Israeli witb- 
dawaL 

“There is no need for any Arab 
party to worry on this score as 
long as we are all committed to a 
complete solution,” he said. 

Russian Foreign • Minister 
Andrei Kozyrev said Friday a 
“unique chance” had emerged 
for peace in the Middle East, 
ITAR-TASS news agency re- 
ported. • 

Mr. Kozyrev was speaking af- 
ter meeting Mr. Sharaa in Mos- 
cow ahead of next week's re- 
sumption of Middle East peace 
talks in Washington. 

“As a result of compromise by 
all the parties M . a unique chance 
has emerged to go further along 
the path of peace in. the region, 
and tins chance must not be 
wasted,” Mr. Kozyrev told repor- 
ters. 

Mr. Kozyrev said that he was 
keeping permanent contacts with 
acting U.S. Secretary of State 


Lawrence Eagfebnrger. 

“Russia, in line with the Un- 
ited States, is responsible to help 
the parties involved in bilateral 
negotiations achieve expected re- 
sults,” said Mr. Kozyrev, who has 
also held recent meetings in Mos- 
cow with' Israel and Palestinian 
delegations. 

A senior Palestine Liberation 
Organisation (FLO) official said 
Israel should set a date for with- 
drawal ’from the occupied terri- 
tories, including Arab East Jero- 
safem, to sbow its goodwill at the 
peace talks. 

Farouk Kaddoumi, bead of the 
PLO's Political Department, tokl 
reporters at Cairo airport late 
Friday that the new Israeli gov- 
ernment of Prime Minister Yit- 
zhak Rabin should end all settle- 
ment activity in the- occupied 
territories. 

“Israel has to show goodwill 
inside the occupied territories so 
that the Palestinian people can 
exercise their national rights,” he 

(Coattmed ea page 5) 


New Bush plan clears way 
for Israel loan guarantees 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
The Bush administration has re- 
vised an, agreement to provide 
.Israel with up to $10 billion in 
''loan guarantees to ensure there 
will be no 'cost to American tax- 
payers, according to a key mem- 
ber of Congress. • 

The change appears to dear 
the way for swift congressional 
action on the guarantees. 

An earlier pan had met objec- 
tions from key members of Con- 
gress because the Israeli and X3JS. 
governments would have shared 
the costs. 

Representative David Obey 
and Senator Patrick Leahy, 
Democratic chairman respective- 
ly of tbe House and Senate sub- 
committees that deal with foreign . 
aid, had masted that Israel pick 
up all of toe costs. 

Mr. Obey said Friday he had 
told President George Bush and 
Israeli Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin be would oppose the 
guarantees unless it was assured 
that Israel pay the full costs. 

"The a dmini st ra tion’s revised 
agreement does exactly that,” 
Mr, Obey said. A Senate aide 
confirmed Mr. Obey*s reading of 
the plan. 


Israel needs the guarantees to- 
raise commercial loans to help it 
resettle* an influx of immigrants, 
mostly from the former Soviet 
Union. 

Under the earlier plan Israel’s 
contribution to tbe costs of the 
guarantees would have been li- 
mited to 3.5 per cent of their face 
value. The costs , a kind of risk 
insurance, could be assessed by 
the White House budget office at 
seven or eight per oenL 
The rest, about $350 million 
would have been added to the 
U.S. budget, already in deep 
difficulties. 

The guarantees are expected to 
be conadered by Mr. Leahy's 
subcommittee next week. - 
President Bush this week 
sought Jewish election rapport by 
reaffirming his commitment to 
Israel and apologising for critic- 
ism last year about Jewish 1 lob- 
bying for the guarantees m Con- 


Announcing to a Jewish audi- 
ence that the guarantee package 
would be sent to Congress this 
week*, Mr. Bush said, “don’t let 
any member of Congress tdQ you 
we can’t afford to do tins. We 
can, and we must.” 


U.S.-IsTaeP relations were 
strained last year when Mr. Bush 
finked the guarantees- to a freeze 
on new Jewish settlements in the 
occupied territories and tbe deal 
was stalled. 

Since then ties have improved 
with the election of a more flexi- 
ble Israeli government. 

In another development, 
Israeli officials said Israel 
opposes the U.S. plans to sell 72 
American-built F-15 fighter jets 
to Saudi Arabia, but sees -no 
place to tight the (teal. 

President Bush announced that 
he was approving the sale during 
a campaign stop at the McDon- 
nell Douglas Corporation in St, 
Louis. 

“Israel is against any supply of 
particularly advanced military 
equipment to a epuntry that Is in 
a state of war with Israel, and 
Saudi Arabia is still in a state erf. 
war unto Israel,” said Zalman 
Sboval, Israel’s ambassador to 
Washhigton. 

“But ..." Israel cannot deter- 
mine for- tibe. United States its 
policies of supplying aims ” Mr. 
Shoval added in an interview with 

(CanfiHKd «n page 5) 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
China’s sale of a nuclear reactor 
to Iran will inevitably increase 
Iran’s nuclear capability and was 
a “highly imprudent” move, the 
State Department says. 

The department said Friday in 
a strong statement objecting to 
the sale that the facility could be 
used to develop nuclear weapons. 

The agreement was announced 
Thursday during a visit to Beijing 
by Iraiuan President Hasbemi 
Rafeanjani. U.S. officials said. 
Iran also was expected to reach 
agreement on~h nu<3ear power 
(real with Russia later this month. 

Iran agreed to subject the 
Chinese reactor to international 
safeguards, but State Department 
spokesman Richard Boucher said 
tbe possibility to an Iranian 
attempt to build nuclear weapons 
could not be ruled out. 

The deal with China “would 
inevitably result in an enhance- 
ment of Iran’s nuclear infrastruc- 
ture, which could be apppUed to 
activities of direct nuclear non- 
proliferation concern,” Mr. 
Boucher said. 

“Tbe Iranian regime’s conduct 
in recent years raises serious 
questions about whether Iran 
can be trusted to live up to its 
commitments in the nuclear non- 
proliferation area,” he said. 

Mr. Boucher said the type of 
agreement reached with China 
“is highly imprudent and should 
be avokfed.” This was an appa- 
rent reference to U.S. allegations 
of Iranian support for interna- 
tional “terrorism.” 

He said high Iranian officials 
have made statements in support 
of acquiring nndear weapons. 

Mr. Rafeanjani said China had 
agreed to sell his country the 
makings of a 300-megawatt reac- 
tor for peaceful purposes. 

On Thursday, Iran’s largest 
anti-government opposition 
group, the Mujabedeen-e-Khalg, 
said Russia has agreed to sell Iran 
two 44Qrmegawatt reactors and to 
provide some 170 technicians to 
install and operate them. 

The State Department earlier 
criticised Iran for allegedly 
attempting to smuggle arms to its 

(Con ti n u e d on page 5) 


BAGHDAD (Agencies) — A 
brother of President Saddam 
Hussein said in a newspaper com- 
mentary Saturday that the gov- 
ernment should introduce press 
freedom as a first step towards 
political reform. 

Barzan Al Ttkriti, a former 
intelligence chief and Iraq's en- 
voy to the U.N. in Geneva, said 
the creation of a multi-party sys- 
tem in Iraq would be impossible 
without press freedom. 

“We cannot establish democra- 
cy without granting the freedom 
of the press... otherwise we 
would be constructing a building 
without foundations,” he added 
in die commentary .published in 
the' government newspaper Al 
Jumbouriyah. 

the commentary, which he 
said represented a personal view, 
urged the government to end its 
monopoly on the press by allow- 
ing individuals and political 
groups to publish their own news- 
papers. 

Freedom of the press will be 
achieved when, the government 
relinquishes its control of the 
newspapers,” Mr. Ukriti said. 


Iraq has six newspapers. Al 
Jumhouriyah, the ruling Baath 
Party daily At Thawra and the 
Defence Ministry newspaper Al 
Qadissiyah are all state owned 

President Saddam's eldest son 
Uday owns the daily Babeil, a 
sports daily, Al Baath Al Ridai, 
and two weeklies, Rafidain and 
Al Rasheed. 

The government also has a 
weekly magazine — Alef Ba. 

“Press freedom materialises 
when it stays away from influ- 
ence,” Mr. Tlkriti said. 

“The government has no right 
to prevent a citizen from issuing a 
newspaper. Every citizen has the 
right to publish a newspaper,” he 
added. 

“Press freedom is a right of the 
people.” 

Mr. Tikriti's call was the third 
in less than a week for reform in 
Iraq. 

On Monday, Uday called for 
democratic reforms to thwart 
what Iraq sees as western 
attempts to dismember the coun- 
try. 

Iraqi intellectuals made a pas- 
sionate call in Al Jumhouriyah 


for reconciliation between the 
government and its political 
opponents abroad. 

President Saddam pledged in 
his first speech after the Gulf war 
in February 1991 to introduce a 
new constitution, multi-party 
activity and freedom of press. So 
far, none of these reforms has 
come into force. 

Iraq asked the U.N. secretary 
general Saturday to intervene to 
ensure that the Gulf crisis sanc- 
tions committee treats it fairly. 

Foreign Minister Mohammad 
Saeed Al Sahaf said in a letter to 
Dr. Boutros Ghali that the com- 
mittee enforcing the U.N. trade 
blockade was preventing essen- 
tial “civilian and humanitarian.” 
materials reaching the Iraqi peo- 
ple. 

He blamed this on interference 
from the main Western Gulf war 
allies: The United States. Britain 
and France. 

“Essential civil and humanita- 
rian commodities do not reach 
the Iraqi people due to the unfair 
and illogical attitudes often 

(Continued on page 5) 


Hrawi, Assad said to discuss 
Syrian pullout from Beirut 


BEIRUT (Agencies) — Presi- 
dent Elias Hrawi met in Syria 
Saturday with President Hafez Al 
Assad, and media reports said the 
talks dealt with a possible pull- 
back of Syrian troops from Leba- 
non’s major cities. 

Mr. Hrawi went straight into a 
closed-door conference with Mr. 
Assad upon his arrival b/ plane 
from Beirut in northern Syria’s 
port city of Latakia, Mr. Asad’s 
summer residence. 

The presidential palace here 
declined to comment on topics of 
discussion. But Beirut's two lead- 
ing dailies, the independent Al 
Nahar and the leftist Al Safir, 
have said the Syrian redeploy- 
ment topped the agenda. 

Syria maintains 40,000 troops 
in northern, eastern and central 
Lebanon under a 1976 Arab 
League mandate to smother the 
1975-1990 Lebanese civil war. 


That mandate was upheld by a 
peace accord also brokered by 
the Arab League in Saudi Ara- 
bia’s summer resort town of Taif 
in 1989 to end the civil war. 

The accord stipulated that Sy- 
rian troops should redeploy in 
East Lebanon's Bekaa Valley two 
years after political reforms redis- 
tributing power equally between 
Muslims and Christians were rati- 
fied. 

Mr. Hrawi’s talks with Assad 
follow elections that widened the 
rift between Muslims and Christ- 
ians. 

Diplomats said the two presi- 
dents also would discuss the 
formation of a new Leba.ne^. 
government to replace that of 
Prime Minister Rashid Al Solh 
following the polls held over the 
past month which were boycotted 
by the majority of Christians. 

Christian opposition groups 


have called the election, the first 
in Lebanon in 20 years, a ploy by 
Syria to consolidate its strong grip 
over Lebanon. 

Most of the victorious candi- 
dates were pro-Syrians. The rest 
were Muslim fundamentalists. 

The diplomats said Mr. Hrawi 
and Mr. Assad would discuss 
ways of achieving a reconciliation 
among all Lebanese factions. 

But officials could not confirm 
if the two would discuss the with- 
drawal of the Syrian army from 
Beirut and the mountains to areas 
near tbe Syrian border. 

Such a pullback would be in 
accordance with the Taif accord. 

'he Taif agreement said the 
Lebanese and Syrian govern- 
ments should meet by September 
to plan the redeployment of the 
troops in Bekaa Valley. 

(Continued on page 5) 


Rebel Afghan chief holds fire on Kabul airport 


ISLAMABAD (R) — Afghani- 
tan's dissident Hezb-e-Islami fac- 
tion said Saturday it had taken 
control of all approach routes to 
Kabul but had agreed to peace 
mediators’ requests not to resume 
attacks on the capital’s airport. 

“Kabul is completely sur- 
rounded from ali rides,” a Hezb 
official said m the Pakistani bor- 
der town of Peshawar. 

But Defence Minister Ahmad 
Masood left Kabul to visit north- 
ern Afghanistan, and was due 
back on Saturday or Sunday, 
raising questions about the effec- 
tiveness of the encirclement. 

Peace brokers who negotiated 
a ceasefire that halted three 
weeks of fighting in Kabul last 
month persuaded Hezb leader 
Gulbuddm Hekmatyar not to 
force closure of the airport 

“The threat .... has been post- 
poned at the request of the 
mediatory council,” the Afghan 
News Agency said. 

Tbe negotiators said that in 


return they would try to convince 
I the government to stop shelling 
Hezb positions elsewhere, the 
Hezb official in Peshawar said. 

The fundamentalist Hezb, 
1 nominally a partner in the four- 
month-old Islamic government, 
had adopted a conciliatory 
approach because it did not want 
to be blamed as negotiators try to 

silence tbe gm». the Hezb official 
said. 

But be said fighting was still 
raging in the north between Hezb 
fighters and formerly communist 
militia now absorbed into the 
government army. 

Mr. Hekmatyar maintains tbe 
government has failed to comply 
with last month’s ceasefire by not 
ordering the militia, his bitter 
enemies, out of Kabul. 

Tbe militia’s defection to the 
Mujahedcen helped topple the 
communist government, but 
Hekmatyar brands diem -traitors. 

In Kabul, a Ministry of De- 
fence spokesman said a chive to 


rid the capital of unauthorised 
armed men was making progress. 

Blistering rocket exchanges 
and infantry offensives between 
Hezb and government forces de- 
vastated Kabul last month and, 
according to the International 
Committee of the Red Cross, 
killed up to 2,000 Chilians and 
injured 9,000. 

A buffer force of several 
thousand provincial fighters was 
in position around Kabul to sepa- 
rate tbe two rides, the ministry 
spokesman said. 

A militia attack on Hezb bases 
in northern Baghian province suf- 
fered heavy casualties, the Hezb- 
run Afghan News Agency said. 

. Twenty were killed and 12 were 
taken prisoner, it said. 

The Hezb official said the mili- 
tia were fighting to reopen the 
northern highway from Kabul to 
the communists’ stronghold in 
Mazar-e-Sbarif. 

While traffic apparently still 
runs to Kabul on highways from 
the north and east, Hezb fighters 


man checkpoints. Last week they 
held up a U.N. food convoy. 

Mr. Hekmatyar threatened 
Thursday to resume rocket and 
artillery fire on Kabul airport and 
nearby Bagram air base unless 
the bombing of his positions 
baited. 

The Hezb has accused the mili- 
tia of using MiG figbtes and 
SU-22 bombers to bomb Shin- 
dand air base in western Afgha- 
nistan and positions in the north. 

Kabul airport has reopened 
slowly to civilian flights since a 
devastating Hezb rocket bom- 
bardment forced its closure for 
most of last month and inflicted 
heavy damage. 

A Pakistani plane carrying 
food, medicine and tents for hun- 
dreds left homeless by flash 
floods in northern Afghanistan 
touched dawn on Saturday. Ear- 
lier this week, an Iranian trans- 
port plane flew its first direct 
relief flight to Kabul since the 
fighting began. 
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U.S. again wants U.N. to 


seize Iraqi assets abroad 


UNITED NATIONS (R) — The 
United States and its allies have 
revived a plan to seize Iraq's 
frozen assets overseas, including 
oil, and hope to convince Security 
Council members to adopt a re- 
solution next month. 

But diplomats said Friday the 
proposed draft, which is by no 
means certain of passage, would 
be drawn so narrowly that any 
prior national or commercial 
claims against Iraq's financial 
assets would be excluded from 
the seizure. 


This would remove from con- 
sideration all Iraqi assets held in 
Britain and probably those in 
France and Japan as well. 

However, it would permit 
Washington to seize most of the 
estimated SI billion of Iraqi 
money held in U.S. banks, where 
commercial debts do not come 
dose to the total. 

Iraq in March 1991 declared it 
had $3.7 billion in deposits over- 
seas. 


When Washington earlier this 
year first proposed the idea, 
financial centres in Europe and 
elsewhere were aghast, believing 
that confidence in their banking 
system would be eroded if assets 
could be seized by a U.N. vote 
rather than through normal 
national procedures. 

They also pointed out that Iraq 
bad commercial debts in several 
countries, including weapons 


purchases before the Gulf war, 
which needed to be adjudicated. 

The proposed resolution would 
also cover Iraqi oil held abroad, 
most of which is being held in 
pipelines in Saudi Arabia and 
Turkey. But some experts ques- 
tioned whether some of the oil, 
after being held for two years, 
would still be useable in its pre- 
sent form. 

The purpose of the resolution 
is to raise money for U-N- inspec- 
tors scrapping Iraq's weapons of 
mass destruction and a com- 
pensation fund for war victims as 
called for by post-Gulf war cease- 
fire resolutions in April 1991. 

More pressing is aid for dissi- 
dent Kurds and Shiites as well as 
Iraqis elsewhere in the country 
who have been receiving relief 
supplies from U.N. aid agencies 
to offset the Security Council's 
economic embargo. 

The proposals have been re- 
vived whenever it appears hope- 
less that Iraq will abide by Secur- 
ity Council resolutions compell- 


ing it to sell limited quantities of 
oil to pay for the U.N. costs and 


for humanitarian aid. 


Baghdad, suffering from eco- 
nomic sanctions since it invaded 
Kuwait in August 1990, has re- 
fused to sell the oil, saying the 
conditions imposed by the big 
powers amounted to an un- 
reasonable stranglehold over its 
economic life. 


Iraq has also accused the Un- 
ited States of putting obstacles in 
the way of such oil sales because 
of its ties to oil producer Saudi 
Arabia. ' 

Conditions for the oil sales 
indnde heavy U.N. monitoring of 
contracts and flows. U.N. super- 
vision of all purchases of huma- 
nitarian supplies as well as their 
distribution. They also indude a 
proviso that almost all oil be 
shipped through Turkey rather 
than Iraq’s own port on the Gulf. 

The distribution of humanita- 
rian aid is particularly offensive 
to Iraq as relief workers are 
accompanied by U.N. guards. 
Iraq has refused to renew an 
agreement on the guards and aid 
workers, thereby bringing the re- 
lief programme to a near stand- 
still. 

In addition to assets in the 
United States, Iraq's March 1991 
list of deposits overseas indnded 
SS37.7 million m Britain, $492 
million in Switzerland, $359 mil- 
lion in Germany, S214.7 million 
in Bahrain, $144 million in Japan, 
$160 million in Italy and $77 
million in France. 

Smaller amounts of deposits 
were declared in Denmark, Nor- 
way, the Netherlands, Belgium, 
Austria. Canada, Sweden, Fin- 
land, Yugoslavia, Cyprus, Tur- 
key, Poland, Spain, Jordan, the 
United Arab Emirates, Egypt, 
Kuwait, Tunisia, Morocco, Leba- 
non, Yemen and Greece. 


Djerejian sees ‘winds of 


change’ in Middle East 


WASHINGTON (USIA) — As 
the countries of the Middle East 
respond to the changes wrought 


by the end of the cold war. 
United States will continue 


United States will continue to 
pursue its fundamental goals of 
peace, security, stability and de- 
velopment in the region, a senior 
State Department official said 
Sunday. 

Within that overall scheme, 
Washington's two key goals are 
to promote a "lasting and com- 
prehensive peace” between Israel 
and its Arab neighbours, and to 


create ‘Suable” security arrange- 
ments for U.S. friends and allies 
in the Arabian Peninsula, said 
Edward Djerejian, assistant 


secretary of state for Near East- 
ern ana South Asian Affairs. 


era ana South Asian Affairs. 

Addressing the 20th 
anniversary convention of the 
National Association of Arab 
.Americans (NAAA), Mr. Djere- 
jian described the countries of the 
Middle East as being “buffeted 
by the same strong winds of 
change which have had such a 
dramatic impact on East/West 
relations.” Those changes forced 
a general reevaluation of rela- 
tionships within the region, and 
opened the door to the historic 
Middle East peace process now 
underway, be indicated. 

The NAAA, one the most 
prominent Arab- American poli- 
tical organisations, lists its main 
priorities as the strengthening of 
tl.S^-Arab ties and the promo- 
tion lof peace in the Middle East. 

Mr. Djerejian hailed the par- 
ties Ito the Middle East peace 
talks for having brought ‘‘serious, 
substantive” proposals to the 
negotiating table. He also praised 
the Israelis for halting work on 
many settlements in the occupied 
lands, ending various incentive 
programmes that lured new set- 
tiers to the occupied territories, 
cancelling expulsion orders for 
certain Palestinians and releasing 
hundreds of Palestinian pris- 
oners. 

“What this represents,'' he told 
the convention, “is l fun 
damental shift in Israeli national 
priorities, away from investment 
in the occupied territories and 
toward meeting pressing social, 
economic and human needs with- 
in Israel.” 

He acknowledged that these 


and other steps" taken by the 
Israelis “are not enough, and 
added that all countries involved 
in the peace talks should do more 
“to keep the process moving.” 
An end to the Arab boycott of 
Israel would be “an important 
step” not only for the peace 
process, but for the United 
Stales, as well, Mr. Djerejian 
said. 

Asked to comment on Presi- 
dent George Bush’s “support in 

t rindble” of Israel's request for 
10,000 million in loan guaran- 
tees to help absorb new immig- 
rants," Djerejian said that U.S. 
policy on that matter is driven by 
twin beliefs: that immigrant 
absorption is a legitimate huma- 
nitarian need, ami. that Jewish 
settlements in the occupied tori-' 
tones are an obstacle to. peace. 
He made dear that any loan 
package approved by the admi- 
nistration would take both princi- 
ples into account 
In response to a question deal- 
ing with die possibility of an 
independent Palestinian state, 
Mr. Djerejian pointed out that 
die peace process provides for a 
two-phased approach. The cur- 
rent phase deals only with tran- 
sitional arrangements, and the 
second with “final status” nego- 
tiations. 


Iraqi civilians in thfe area, and to 
an overall record of defiance- and 
intransigence, he saifl.' Mr. 
Djerejian stressed that the Un- 
ited Sates and its allies support 
maintenance of Iraq’s territorial 
integrity, and pointed out that 


President Bush has icpcakxDy 
emphasised that “we seek Inters 


emphasised that “we seek Iraq s 
compliance, not its partition.’* 


“Hie future of the Palestinians 
is really at the bargaining table 
today, as we speak, ^he said. It is 
through the peace talks that the 
Palestinian people can improve 
their current situation and begin 
the process of self-government 
“without any prejudice to final 
status,” he added. 

Given the progress made thus 
far, Mr. Djerejian said it is “con- 
ceivable” that Palestinian offi- 
cials wifi be “in a position to be 
governing themselves" by May of 
next year. 


In other efforts to promote 
security in the Gulf, the United 
States has other concluded dr 
renewed agreements with four of 
the states in the region “and (has) 
excellent working relationships 
with all of them, Mr. Djerejian 
said. He noted that bilateral 
arrangements are intended to 
complement security arrange- 
ments between the Gulf states 
themselves, and that the United 
States does not intend to station 
trooos there. 

Mr. Djerejian also discussed 
U.S. bilateral relations with va- 
rious other countries in the re- 

g 'on. Regarding Syria, Mr. 

jerejian landed the “broad- 
based dialogue” between the two 
countries, and credited those con- 
tacts with Syria’s participation in 
the Gulf war coalition as well is in 
the peace process. Derate the 
many real differences that con- 
tinue to exist between the two 
countries on issues such as bnman 
rights and terrorism, Mr. Djere- 
jian said that Washington hopes 
to continue its dialogue with 
Damascus. 


Turning to Lebanon, Mr. 
Djerejian described the United 
States as “dearly disa p point e d” 
with the recent elections in that 
country. The lack of proper pre- 
paration and the'cxmtinned pre- 
sence of Syrian troops led to low 
turnout, ‘widespread reports of 


Commenting on security in the 
Gulf, Mr. Djerejian said that 
“the most immediate and serious 
‘ to the region emanates 
_ . ieader Saddam Hus- 

sein, whose record of compliance 
with United Nations resolutions is 
“completely unsatisfactory.” 

The recent U.N. declaration of 
a “no-fly” zone in southern Iraq 
was made in response to severe 
human rights violations against 


turnout, widespread reports of 
irregularities,” and results winch 
“do not reflect the full spectrum 
of the Lebanese body poutic,” he 
said. 


Discussing the posabilhy of 
normalised U.S. relations with 
Iran, Mr. Djerejian said that such 
a move would depend cn Iran's 
renouncing its role as a sponsor of 
“terrorists”, eliminating its hu- 
man rights violations, and aban- 
doning its “destabilising arms 
bund-up,” flmfmo other matt ers 
of concern to Washington. 


A SomaHs mother feeds her chfld at a *Sav^ the Children’ feeding cen tre at Bdet Hum, Somalia 


U.N., Red Cross boost 
food shipments to Somalia 


'NAIROBI (Agencies) — 
Another 200,000 tonnes of food 
will be shipped to Somalia under 
a new plan announced on Satur- 
day by the United Nations World 
' Food Programme (WFP) and the 
International Committee of the 
Red Cross (ICRC). 

The two organisations, in a 
statement issued in Nairobi, said 
the shipments would be made 
over the next four months to help 
what they estimated were more 
than three million people in ur- 
gent need of food rid. 

“To prevent further loss of life 
and run a more efficient relief 
organisation in Somalia, it is cru- 
cial that WFP and ICRC continue 
to enhance the cooperation and 
coordination of all food relief 
efforts into Somalia,” a WFP 
spokesman said. 

The two organisations have 
been cooperating in the Horn of 
Africa nation for more than a 
year. The ICRC has delivered 
93,500 tonnes of food rid since 
last January, and the WFP has 
sent 50,000 tonnes since May. 

“The new plan almost doubles 
the quantity to be shipped," the 
spokesman, said. 

„ Canada has Tiegiia.reliefflights 
and the United Sates expanding 
its own operation in Somalia. 

Canada plans at first to make 


two flights" to Mogadishu for the 
Red Cross and possibly fly to the 
southern town of Bardera for the 
WFP, said Canadian air force 
spokesman John Jensen. 

The United States, which is 
flying to Belet Hnen, Wajir and 
Baktoa, planned to add flights to 
the town of Hoddur for the WFP, 
said U.S. air force spokesman 
Maryellen Jadfek. 

Belgium will send at least 500 
paracommandos to protect 
famine relief in Somalia when the 
U.N. gets agreement from local 
warlords for further troop de- 
ployment, Belgium’s Foreign 
Minister Willy (Sacs said Friday. 

“It’s a humanitarian opera- 
tion,” Mr. Claes told a news 
conference in Brussels after 
ministers formally approved 
sending a battalion of paratroops, 
supported by armoured vehicles • 
ana helicopters, to the famine- 
stricken country. 

“Our paras, who will be volun- 
teers, aren't going there to inter- 
fere,” Mr. Claes said; But he 
noted that “in the case of attack, 
they wfl] have die right to defend 
themselves.’' 

Mr. Qaes said Belgian] had 
received no word', from ' U.N. 
Secretary-General Boutros Gh*-. 
B, who requested ' the troops as " 
Europe’s contribution to a 3,500- 


strong force, on when the Belgian 
soldiers were likely to be de- 
ployed. 

The U.N. Security Council 
approved the force to stop armed 
looters stealing, up to half of all 
food aid sent to Somalia. 

Donors and aid agencies are 
shocked by wholesale looting of 
relief and having to pay gunmen 
to guard convoys because of the 
armed anarchy in the capital 
Mogadishu and elsewhere. 

A 60-man advance guard from 
Pakistan's. SOO-strong contribution 
to the' U.N. force is scheduled to 
reach Somalia next Tuesday. 

Swiss and Italian authorities 
are meanwhile, investigating 
where companies are involved 
in toxic waste dumping business 
in Somafia, an official said Fri- 
day. 

The top United Nations en- 
vironmental official, Mostafa 
Tolba, has claimed that Somalia’s 
self-prodaimed health minister 
gave permission to Swiss and 
Italian companies to dump toxic 
waste in the starving country. 

Hans-Peter Fahmi, spokesman 
of Switzerland's federal Environ- 

office 

‘documents dettfftig the charges. 
Swiss criminal .charges could then 
be filed, he said. 


Salvage teams hope to haul 
silver fortune from deep sea 


UNRWA 


MUSCAT (AP) — Start with 
$300 nnUkm in silver ingots and 
coins min ted for an Arabian king. 

Put them on an American 
military ship with a mission so 
secret that the crew is not told 
about the stash in the cargo 
holds. 

Add three German torpedoes 
plus water 2_5 kilometres deep. 
Toss in some sharks. 

This isn’t the plot for the next 
adventure of Indiana Jones but 
the basic ingrcdiexits of a real-life 
attempt to funl a sunken fortune 
oat of a very deep sea. 

O mani and French teams are 
expected to commence work in 
November on salvaging the trea- 
sure from the wreck or the John 
Barry, a U.S. militaiy cargo ship 
that went down on Aug. 28, 1944. 

“A special strong room was 
built into the bottom of the ship’s 
No. 2 hold ... to safeguard tire 
precious cargo,” said Jamal Abu 
Dawood, the owner of a Saudi 
diving company that has worked 
near tfa* wreckage. 

It lies 190 kilometres north of 
Yemen's Socotra Island and 200 
kil om etres off the Omani dty of 
Kalfllah 

The John Barry was cut in half 
by the U-boat attack, but the 
cargo is believed to be intact. 

‘The wreck is in a very good 
state of preservation, with ropes 
still hanging over the ship’s 


sides,” said Mr. Abu Dawood. 

Raising it has become the 
obsession of Sheikh Ahmad Farid 
A1 AnlaqL chair man of the De- 
sert Line Co. in the Omani capit- 
al Muscat and a direct descendant 
of the royal family that once ruled 
the Hadramant region in Yemen. 

IBs Ocean Group, a consar-* 
tram of Omani businessmen, is 
believed to have spent $7 millio n 
thus far to get the wreck surveyed 
and to plan the raising operation. 

The Jotm Barry Co. , framed by 
a group of American business- 
men, obtained the rights to cargo 
through the U.S. government's 
maritime administration in 1989. 
The U.S. government retained 
rights to the shy by never issuing 
a certificate of abandonment. 

The John Bany Co. bought the 
rights for more than $50,000 plus 
10 per cent, of the value of tile 
salvaged cargo. That agreement 
remains in effect, although the 
Ocean Group bought out the 
J ohn Barry Co. for an nufis- 
closed sum. 

The holds should contain 60 
million troy ounces of silver, the 
equivalent of roughly one-third of 
die 200 millio n ounces of silver 
sold annually on the international 
bullion market. 

' The stop yas named after the first 
U.S. iraval dfficer to capture a 
British warship daring the 1776 ; 
war of indep en d en ce. T . 


appeals 
for funds 


VIENNA(J.T.) — United Na- 
tions- Relief and Works 
Agency (UNRWA) has cal- 
led on donor nations to grant 
it $20 million is special-rands 
to finance services it offers to 
Palestinian refugees in the 
Middle East. 

In a meeting with- perma- 
nent missions to the United 
Nations in Vienna and UN- 
RWA’s Advisory Commis- 
sion last week; UNRWA 
Commissioner-Ge n cal Dter 
Turkmen-, said die agency “is 
still short of funds to cany 
out operations which could 
improve the quality of fifefor 
Palestinian refugees.” 

Mr. Turkmen said only 
$6.7 nuOkHi had been re- 
ceived in response to an 
appeal for $25 million which 
be made m November last 
year and reiterated in April. 

. “Important activities rare 
on bold untfl this frukfing can 
be assured,” be said. 

UNRWA still requires $5 
million for urgently needed 
school and health s er vices 
and for environmental pro- 
jects, Mr. Turkmen- told the-, 
meeting. 


MIDDLE EAST NEW IN BRIEF 


Qadhafi upsets Tunisia with merger remarks 


Tunis (R) — Libyan leader Muammar Qadhafi has 
neighbouring Tunisia, until recently one of k* fcw T 
saying the country was doomed to unite with either Libya* 5 the 
eastor Algeria to the west. The Tunisian press, has turned an 
Colonel Qadhafi, who was once immune from mtics m in puq ue, 
and President Zine Al Abidine Ben Ali made a ayptK nposte in a 
speech Tuesday. Diplomatic sources said Said Ben Musapha, a 
junior Foreign affairs minister, brought up ^ 

a meeting with Libyan ambassador Abdelati Al Obeidi 
Ip several speeches over the past few wecks CoL Qadhafi tas 
predicted that Tunisia would eventually be so short of water that it 
would have to merge with one of its two much larger ncighboura- 
On Tuesday Mr, Ben Ali referred to “surprising remarks recently 
made about -us by certain parties and their repeated statement 
insulting to Tunisia and Tunisians.” The remarks were “completely 
without justification, unless it is part of a scheme to divert attention 
from the reality (of these who made them),” Mr. Ben AJi added- | 
The ruling party newspaper Al Horriyah said Col. Qadhafi had led , 
his country astray aqd into a dead end and was now trying to . 
distract Libyans from their disastrous plight, Libya is seriously 1 
isolated, physically and politically, because it refuses to hand over , 
two men suspected of blowing up an American airliner in 1988. A 
U n. ban on flights to and from the country has been in force since 
April. Al Shan], a newspaper close to the government, said: "Oor 
j hearts are with our brothers, the Libyan people. For their sake we 
hope that the evfl predicament they are in will disappear with the 
disappearance of the cause.” 


Vote for those who pray, says Kuwait 


KUWAIT (R) — Kuwaiti authorities have told voters to cast Oct. 5 
general election ballots rally for candidates who pray. The Ministry 
of Endowments and Islamic Affairs said in a ruling published by 
newspapers over the weekend that voters were forbidden to phnk 
for candidates who did not pray or attend Friday prayers. It said a 
voter had to choose a candidate who would stand up for his rights 
and so a Muslim had to be careful to pick the best. The ministry 
reaffirmed that it was forbidden for voters to accept money, gifts or 
any other favour from candidates to vote for them. It also said 
voters should not choose candidates who “buy” or attempt to buy 
votes. Several candidates have complained pubfidy about so-called 
’^vote-buying” — payment or influence-peddling to win votes. ; 
“Vote-buying” is illegal. A total of 303 candidates have registered j 
to contest 50 seats in Kuwait’s all-male national assembly elections. 


5 killed, 5 wounded In Egypt land feud 


ASSIUT, Egypt (R) — Five people were shot dead and five 


seriously wounded when an Egyptian family took revenge for the 
killing of two of its members 36 years ago, security sources said 
Saturday. Eight members of the Haraida family ambushed a tractor 
carrying 10 members of the Maazeel family Friday and raked it 
with madunegnn fire at a village in Assiut province, 325 kilometres 
south of Cairo. The attackers escaped. The Maazeel were blamed 
for the death of two Handdas in a dispute over farmland m 1956. 


OIC adopts new strategies 


ISTA NBUL (AP) — President Turgut Ozal said Friday that new 
strategies for economic cooperation among member states of an 
Islamic conference here were adopted and steps were token for 
their implementation. In his closing remarks, Mr. Ozal mkl' 
delegates at the eighth meeting of the committee for Economic and 
Commercial (^operation of the Islamic' Conference (COMCEQ, 
that tiie decision to have the private sector assume a greater role 
was a new- strategy well received. He also pointed out the 
i mporta nce of the organisation “in exchanging opinions” in the 
economic field. Cooperation among member states, he said, “will 
■enabl e the development of oor countries by bringing together the 
man power, technology and economic sources we each separately 
o*”-” Tansn Ciller, Turkey’s state minister for economy, said the 
organisation had decided to extend humanitarian aid to tile peoples 
of Palestine, Lebanon, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Somalia and Afghan 
piston. Speaking after Mr. Ozal, Ms. Oiler said the new strategies 
mchided the reco gnition of a larger role to the private sector, 
securing structural changes in the economies of member states 
ffirough liberalisation and helping them to become more active. 
Sw.™ ““ **» decision was reached for cooperation under the 
COMCEC umbrella in the sectors of industry, agriculture, com- 

■ iliinimhAn onrf — — f 1 — — — *. - — _ 


Organisation of the Islamic Conference (QIC), Pakistan’s environ- 
ment and town planning minister, Anwar Saifullah Khan, said 
TtatCT bad been helpful to Muslim countries through its assistance 
m their development in the economic, commercial and 
sectors. He did not elaborate. 


Don’t badmoutt) mullahs, Ayatollah warns Iranians 


bS2S& .God if they 
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Government plans ‘comprehensive 
assessment’ of Royal Jordanian 


TEfy- a J^dan Times 
■ Staff Reporto 

AMMAN — The government 
has ordered a- “comprehensive 
evaluation” of the national car- 
rier, Royal Jordanian (RJ), as 
the jfirsLStep towards exercis- 
ing its opridns towards privatis- 
ing the' airline, informed offi- 
cials: said Saturday. 

A L government-appointed 
compjittee has already re- 
ceive^, several offers from in- 
ternational consulting and 
financing agencies to conduct 
the evaluation process, which 
will.pdtbe limited to die assets 
and liabilities of the airline but 
wfli include its overall struc- 
ture, traffic rights, market 
value and goodwill, the offi- 
cials .said. 

The committee, chaired by 
the minister of transport and 
including the chief executive 
office!' of the airline, is study- 
ing the offers and will soon 
award the contract, according 
to the officials. 

“It is the first concrete step 
in the process' of privatising the 
airline,’.’ -said one of the offi- 
cials^ “It is difficult to define a 
timeframe for further steps 
since-.' a. lot depends on the 
outcome of the evaluation," be 
Said- 

According to >be official and 
other, spurces, the move to- 
wards-an overall assessment of 
the amine’s status was promp- 
ted a report submitted by 
auditors Arthur Anderson, an 


international firm which has 
been studyingthe affairs of tire, 
-carrier. The auditors have 
already completed two pluses 
erf their scrutiny of RJ. 

In two. reports they submit- 
ted to the government, the 
auditors presented their pre- 
liminary findings as welt as 
possible options to streamline 
the finances . of , the airline, 
whose total foreign and local 
debts are believed to be 
around JD270 million, accord-, 
ing to the source. The thir d 
and final report of tbe auditors 
will include definite recom- 
mendations, tbe source added. 

“The current examination of the 
airline is mostly an auditing pro- 
cess and scrutiny,” said the source. 
“But an overall evaluation — as 
ordered now — should go beyond 
counting dollars and cents and 
include an assessment of tbe airline 
not only as the national carrier bul 
also as an international institution 
built over the years with dedicated 
efforts by its employees," die 
source added. 

. ‘This is Che only way to come up 
with an accurate picrure of the 
airline and help die process of 
restructuring it,” added the source. 
“Anything short of that, like look- 
ing at it as a means to contribute to 
addressing shortcomings in other 
spheres of tbe national economy, is 
not the right approach and will 
only complicate tilings.” 

“The reality has to be 
accepted," said tbe source. “The 
airline has huge debts accununu- 
lated over tbe years. A mechanism 
has to be found to address the 
debts, r o ensure that tbe situation 


does not recur, and to put the 
airline back on the track. The 
approach has to be comprehen- 
sive.", the source said. 

Over 60 per cent of RJ’s debts 
are owed to banks and other com- 
mercial institutions abroad and 
payable m doBars. Local creditors 
i nc lu de die Jordan Petroleum Re- 
finery Company, the Soda] Secur- 
ity Corporation and die Housing 
Bank. 

According to the sources, the 
auditors have suggested that die 
JD22 million capital, of the airline 
is too small when compared with 
its operations and that it be raised 
to make the company compatible. 

The most likely option me gov- 
ernment would exercise in the pri- 
vatisation process is to convert die 
now whoHy-state-owned carrier to 
a public shareholding company, 
with the government and its va- 
rious agencies continuing to own 
tbe entity during an intenm period- 
after which it would be completely 
privatised, with or without the 
government owning and shares. 

“Some of the local creditors — 
which are ^cvenunent-controOed 
anyway — will be given stakes in 
the new entity as settlement of 
their dues,” said one official. 

The heavy burden of tbe debts is 
seen by economic experts as the 
biggest problem facing tbe airline. 
Most agree 'that die carrier is mak- 
ing net operational profits but the 
cost of servicing tbe debts not only 
wipes out the profits but also 
poshes it deeper into tbe red. 

The airline's troubles are mostly 
attributed to what experts describe 
as an over-ambitious expansion 
programme pursued during the oil 
boom years m terms of operations, 
facilities and fleet strength. 


In defence, RJ officials argue 
that such des cr ip ti on s can be given 
to the airime only when seen in the 
context of a national carrier flying 
to balked destinations in the re- 
gion. They point out that RJ had 
crossed the threshold of being a 
limited regional airline as far back 
as the earty 80s and was competing 
with international giants such as 

United, Pan-American and Euro- 
pean carriers on long-distance 
flights such as New York to Singa- 
pore and Chicago to Bangkok. 

In addition, they say. Ill's train- 
ing centres, aircraft maintenance 
workshops, simulators and other 
facilities make the airline stand out 
among national carriers m the re- 
gion. 

“A price had to be paid for 
bringing out the airline into the 
international and regional scene, 
and pan of the debts that it has 
incurred was this price,” said one 
RJ official. 

The airline, which now has ooe 
of the biggest networks among 
regional antiues. flies to most Arab 
capitals, including the Arab 
Maghreb, most of Europe. New 
York and Montreal in North 
America, and India, Pakistan, Sri 
- Lanka. Singapore. Thailand and 
Indonesia in the Fkr East. 

In 1989, tbe airime suspended its 
flights to Chicago and Los Angeles 
among other cost-cutting mea- 
sures, which, according to RJ 
sources, produced a turnaround in 
the operational costs and helped it 
manage through one of most critic- 
al periods in its history. 

Tbe airline does not “own" any 
of the planes that it is operating 
now but has leased them for 12 
years at the end of which dm 
aircraft become RJ property. 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

Tbe following listings ere compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify die listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

Exhibitions 

Exhibition of paintings by Iraqi artists Ghassan Gha'eb and 
Wafid Rashid at Baladna Art Gallery. 

* Exhibition entitled “A Dialogue in Expression” — worts on 
paper by Naz IkramoOah, NabSa Ha™ and Dodi Tabaa at the 
National Gallery, Jaind Lawdbdeh Park. 

* Exhibition entitled “Exploring Science’* at A1 Hussein Voca- 
tional School in Karak. 

* E xhibit ion entitled “The Boriaon” by Artist Qasem AJ Sarah* 
and Najah AJ Rabi’i at the Hoospng Rank Gallery. 

* Exhibition by Iraqi artist AH A1 Mi ’mar at ABa Art GaBery, ' 

. i.-.: v. v - tv w sbsT * -v 

pjpn .*«• ' Symposium -- j*-*--;. 

^Sy»^jSt ^pfa gfled “Pd^^pn ( Expl«rion in Jariat’^at dje' 
Royal Cultural 'Centre — - 


Delegations leave for U.S. 
to attend talks on water 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordanian 
and Palestinian delegations to the 
meeting of the working group on 
water within the multilateral 
phase of the Middle East peace 
process left Amman for Washing- 
ton Saturday. 

The meeting, which opens in 
the American capital Tuesday, is 
expected to lay down the founda- 
tion for a solution to the water 
problems in the region after 
achieving a, just and durable 
peacg based bn mtei^atjppal legi- 
K : tjmacttand tire iipphfokti^tion of. 
ViN:. :Scct^;.T?bm^ resohi-. 


^^e_Wadiirigtoii p arley will be* 
fb8ow-up to an incondnsiye 


meeting held in Vienna last May 
during which Israel rejected Arab 
demands. 

The Arab parties will submit a 
detailed report about tbe surface 
and underground water resources 
that have been exploited by Israel 
during the occupation period 
which started in 1967 and the 
negative results of such practices. 

Tbe Arab parties will demand 
that Israel pay compensation for 
baling Arab .water before . 
sfcpg with tbc Jewish state .op,, 
arrangements' for .tbe' efis--- 

wer 

would end IkTael s current 
domination on these resources. 


% 


GUVS to 
iaunch 
fund-raising 
campaign 


AMMAN (J.T.) — Up to 10,000 
students from government 
schools, community colleges and 
universities will march in various 
parts of Jordan in the first week 
of October to collect donations 
for A1 Amal Cancer Centre, 
being set up at tbe Jordan Uni- 
versity Hospital. 

Tbe announcement was made 
the executive president of tbe 
eneral Union of Voluntary 
Societies (GUVS) Abdullah A! 
Khatib, who is afro chairman of 
the National Committee en- 
trusted with carrying out tbe pro- 
ject. 

Dr. Khatib said the intensive 
door-to-door campaign will take 
place between Oct. 2 and 7 in all 
towns of Jordan to collect con- 
tributions for what be called a 
“vital project.” 

Final arrangements have been 
made for the campaign and most 
of tbe students who will take part 
in the campaign wfll come from 
Ministry of Education schools, 
said Dr. Khatib in a statement 
Saturday. 

Dr. Khatib said that there will 
be a sponsored inarch to start at 
the Sports City in Amman also in 
the course of raising funds for the 
JD 14 million centre, which will 
be treating needy cancer patients 
free of charge. 

He said radio and television 
will air programmes during the 
campaign encouraging the public 
to support the project. 

Last month. Dr. Khatib issued 
. an appeal to the public to offer 
donations, saying that the cen- 
tre's building is now ready but 
huge funds are needed to equip 
it. 

He said that tbe centre takes 
priority on the list of GUVS 
various programmes in view of 
the growing number of cancer 
patients in Jordan. 

The national committee 
warned last month that tbe num- 
ber of cancer cues in the King- 
dom was increasing each year. 
The number of new cancer cases 
regis tere d in 1991 was 1214, and 
should the trend continue, there 
wfli be an increse of up to 70 
cancer cases in Jordan for every 
100,000 inhabitants annually. 

The centre will indue an outpa- 
. tient . dime Jor _ radiation treat- 
.ment^ap operation . room, an 
$-ray room for, brea£t_ex£jn ma- 
tron, ah ultra sound examination 
room, and offices for specialists. 


Meeting discusses means of upgrading 
postal services in Arab World 


AMMAN (Petra) — Delegates 
from TO Arab countries gathered 
in Amman Saturday for a two- 
week seminar on planning in 
postal services, organised by the 
Universal Postal Union (UPU) in 
cooperation with the Ministry of 
Post and Telecommunications. 

Participants are expected to 
discuss problems facing postal 
services in the Arab states, means 
for promoting and modernising 
these services, postal manage- 
ment and postal planning sys- 
tems. 

Addressing the opening ses- 
sion, Minister of Post and Tele- 
communications Jamal Saraireh 
said “Jordan considers itself part 
of a United Arab postal bloc 
seeking to enhance and expand 
the postal network and services 
on a continuous basis.” 

He said Jordan is also giving 
doe attention to the quality of 



Jamal Sanrireh 

postal services and has embar- 
aked on “new comprehensive 
plan for modernisation, taking 
into consideration the, needs of 
the local and Arab markets. 

Mr. Saraireh said Jordanian 
postal authorities are expanding 
traditional services they offer to 
the extent that Jordan is now 
linked to almost all nations which 


adopt the UPU, approved postals 
system. 

“Jordan attaches great import- 
ance to decisions taken by the 
Arab ministers of telecom- 
munications in matters related to 
strengthening postal services 
among Arab countries and inter- 
Arab agreements,” said Mr. 
Saraireh, thanking the UPU for 
its support to help the Arab 
countries upgrade their postal 
services. 

Mr. Omar Amer Mitwally, 

UPU representative at the meet- 
ing, read out an address by the 
UPU director general in which be 
referred to tbe main aims of tire 
organisation as adopted at the 
1989 Washington meeting. 

He said these objectives define 
measures to be taken by UPU 
member nations to improve post- 
al services, particularly in de- 
veloping nations. 


Saudis keep ban on vegetables 


AMMAN (R) — Saudi Arabia’s 
three-week-old ban cm Jordanian 
produce has dumped around 500 
tonnes of vegetables meant for 
sale in tbe Gulf on local markets 
each day. diplomats and officials 
said on Saturday. 

Saudi Arabia claims the veget- 
ables are contaminated by pesti- 
cides and dirty water. Amman 
denies the charges, which, 
according to tbe Saudis, are 
based on laboratory tests. 

“For tbe time being, nothing 
has changed (on the imports),” a 
Saudi embassy source told Reu- 
ters. He added that contacts be- 
tween the two countries were 
under way to settle the dispute. 

Saudi Arabia, which until tbe 
Golf crisis imported around 60 
per cent of Jordan’s annual agri- 
cultural exports of some 500,000 
tonnes, told Jordan it would only 
resume imports if Amman 
guaranteed that tbe produce was 


not contaminated by sewage wa- 
ter and pesticides. 

A Jordanian official said the 
govenmet had sent to Riyadh its 
own tests, showing random sam- 
ples were free of contaminants. 

Jordan was awaiting a Saudi re- 
sponse, said salem A1 Lawzi, 
bead of the Agricultural Market- 
ing Organisation. 

Officials say about 500 tonnes a 
day of tomatoes, cucumbers, egg- 
plants and other vegetables, 
which would have been exported 
to Saudi Arabia, were being sold 
in local markets, depressing 
prices. The wholesale price of a 
kilo of cucumbers fell to 250 fils 
on Saturday from 310 fils three 
weeks ago. 

Saudi and Jordanian officials 
discount political motivations be- 
hind the ban since the two coun- 
tries recently began to improve 
relations after they deteriorated 
during tbe Gulf crisis. 


MECC organises symposium 



AMMAN (J.T.) — A symposium 
aiming at defining educational', 
social and health requirements 
for rehabilitating children who 
suffered from aimed conflicts in 
the region will open in Amman 
Tuesday. .. . 

The meeting, bek) under' the 
tide,' “Children of War," Where i 
Tc^” Hopes to spread awareness 
among' non-governmental orga- 
nisations in toe region about the 


impact of tbe Middle East wars 
on children. It will also discuss 
means of improving the quality of 
fife for children of the region and 
call on world governments to 
implement . the U.N. -sponsored 
Rights of the Child Convention. 

.The meeting, which is orga- 
nised by the Middle East Council 
of Churches (MECC), 
held under the patronage of ' 
Majesty Queen Noor. 


Bulgaria to 
raise imports 
of Jordanian 
phosphate 

AMMAN (J.T.) — Bulgaria has 
agreed to raise from 60.000 to 
150,000 tonnes the amount of 
phosphates it imports from the 
Kingdom annually, in a bid to 
help adjust the balance of trade 
between the two countries, which 
is in favour of Bulgaria. 

The announcement was made 
by Minister of Supply Moham- 
mad Saqqaf upon return to Am- 
man from a three-day visit to 
Sofia in which he held trade talks 
with Bulgarian officials. 

Mr. Saqaaf said Jordan was 
seeking to buy hs meat from 
countries that import Jordanian 
phosphate, fertilisers and potash, 
saying that tbe Kingdom does not 
accept a situation whereby the 
trade balance between Sofia and 
Amman remains in favour of 
Bulgaria. 

Mr. Saqqaf said he demanded 
that Bulgaria export high quality 
to Jordan, especially during the 
holy month of Ramadan, and 
adhere to- the internationally rec- 
ognised specifications - 

During the visit, Mr. Saqqaf, 
who was accompanied by a four- 
member delegation held talks 
with tiie country's ministers of 
industry; trade and agriculture to 
discuss bilateral trade. 


With Great Pleasure 

UNITED SATELLITES CO. 

ANNOUNCES THE OPENING OF ITS 
NEW OFFICES AND ITS SPECTACULARLY 
EQUIPPED SATELLITE SHOW ROOM 

You are invited to watch the world through the 
latest in the state of the art American Satellite 
Reception Equipment at the specialy equipped 
Satellite Show Room where UNISAT has installed a 
number of . advanced Satellite Stations of various 
sizes and capabilities. 


AUTHORISED DISTRIBUTORS JORDAN -SYRIA - YEMEN 


„ INTERNATIONAL 
ELECTRONIC WIRE 
& CABLE CO. 

SATELLITE CABLES 



SATELLITE RECIEVERS 


luui rmuw* tMr - 



SATELLITE ANTENNAS 


SATELLITE CONNECTORS 


ORB1TRON 


SATELLITE ANTENNAS 


Califomia^Ampliner 


SATELLITE LNBS 



UNITED SATELLITES CO. 

SHMEISANI - AL - HAMRA ST., TEL . 683193 / 683194 ILS’a-*- 

FAX 683211, P.O.BOX 2934 , AMMAN JORDAN O Ml [§)(i TE 
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Weapons for votes: 
Principle is wrong 

WITH ONLY eight weeks to go before the U.S. 
presidential elections, the two contenders. Presi- 
dent George Bush and Democratic challenger Bill 
Clinton, are deploying all sorts of electioneering 
tactics to win desperately needed votes. The latest 
was Bosh’s attempt to compare his bid for 
reelection with former President Harry Truman’s 
triumph in the 1948 presidential elections in spite 
of the fact that Truman was a Democrat and Bush 
a Republican. Incongruous as that ploy may have 
been, it remained benign in comparison with 
Bush’s other recent effort to beef up the stagger- 
ing U.S. economy by selling the latest vintage of 
American air power to Taiwan as well as its. 
state-of-the-art communication satellites to its 
arch enemy C hina . Bush’s desperate efforts to 
generate more jobs in the employment market by 
vending arms right, left and centre bedevils the 
sincerity of Washington to make the world a safer 
place to live in. There must be a limit to 
expediency in the struggle to win an election in the 
most powerful democratic country on earth. The 
example of Bush serves as a bad example for the 
other fledgling democracies in the world which 
still look to the West for guidance in their bid to 
enter the democratic club. Bush might have 
succeeded more to improve employment opportu- 
nities in -his country had he started to transform 
military industries into other , more profitable 
enterprises that are not dependent on continued 
conflicts in the international arena. As long as the 
backbone of the U.S. industry is heavily oriented 
towards armament, Washington will continue to 
exploit tension and conflicts around the world to 
promote the sale of its military hardware. This in 
turn could give cause to the conviction that the 
U.S. has a vested interest in the instigation and 
fuelling of armed conflicts in the world simply for 
the purpose of keeping its armament industries iuT 
operation. It is doubtful that the few thousand job 
opportunities that could be created by the selling 
of U.S. F-16s to Taiwan or even Saudi Arabia 
would really help out President Bush in his bid for 
reelection in November. Whatever gains he might 
realise by such job promotion policies could be 
more than offset by the damage to his and his 
country’s credibility as a man and a nation for 
pgace and stability. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARIES 


Al RAT daily Saturday called on the European Community to 
refrain from offering Israel an award in exchange for nothing, and 
reminded the community members that Israel has not yet taken a 
single step towards ending the Middle East conflict. The paper 
referred in particular to the talks which the Israeli foreign minister 
had held in Paris and the subsequent reports that Israel was trying 
to; end the Arab countries' boycott of Israel through European 

S ressure. It said that U.N. Security Council resolutions 242 and 
38 are still unimplememed, Palestinian people's rights axe not 
recognised and peace is not yet established. There is nothing to 
wacram an end to the Arab boycott of Israel and there is nothing 
in what Israel is doing that can justify further Arab concessions, 
the paper stressed. It said that the European Community should 
undertake steps designed to promote its own role in forcing Israel 
to implement U.N. resolutions so that peace can be achieved and 
the' boycott can end. It is indeed to be recalled here that it was 
Israel which had opposed any European Community’s role aimed 
at ending the Arab-Israeli conflict, and it is strange to see Israel 
trying to enlist Europe's help in pressuring the Arabs into taking 
such impossible step, said the daily. In the light of Israel's 
continued intransigence at the peace talks and its total denial of 
the Palestinian people's rights in their homeland, one can only 
hope said the paper, that the European countries mil adopt a 
realistic stand and refrain from offering any rewards or free 
service to Israel until it complies with the requirements of the 
international legitimacy. 

A COLUMNIST in A1 Ra’i Arabic daily called attention to the 
chronic transport problem in Zarqa, the second largest city in 
Jordan, noting that as the population continues to grow, nothing 
is being done in the transportation sector to cater to the people’s 
increasing transport needs. Nazih said that the city of Zarqa has 
Only 26 taxi offices, campared to Amman's ISO, and this is making 
it extremely difficult for Zarqa citizens to move above not only 
within their own city but also between Zarqa and the neighbour- 
ing towns. The nearly three quarter of a million population of 
Zarqa can be seen standing in long lines for hours, under the 
burning sun in the summer and the onslaught of cold and rain in 
the winter, waiting for some means of transportation or an otter 
to take them to work or other places, the writer said. He said that- 
apart from the hicky citizens who own their cars, the majority of 
the population continues to suffer. The writer called on the 
concerned transport and traffic authorities to increase the number 
of taxi offices to promote the transportation services and ease the 
suffering of the people. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed A1 Fanek 


Unprecedented 
construction boom 


Since May 1991, just two months after the Gulf war, the 
construction activity boomed in Jordan and intensified in the 
spring of 1992. The boom is still going on unabated, but until 
when? 

Currently, some 1,500 building permits are being issued each 
month, covering around half a million square metres. The animal 
rate is expected to top six million square metres of budding, 
creating around SO thousand new bousing units, mostly apart- 
ments. . ( j 

The volume of construction in progress is almost double the 
rate which prevailed during the period 1989-1991, and three times 
the volume experienced during the period 1985-1988. 

The cost of mis construction may exceed one billion Jordanian 
dinar ($1.5 billion), roughly one third of the annual gross 
domestic product (uDP). 

However, this huge investment is not creating a burden on the 
domestic savings, which cannot reach half that much, nor is it 
finaniwl by the banking system. As a matter of fact, construction 
financing from mid 1991 to mid 1992 did not grow by more than a 
mere JD 43 million, less than 5 per cent of & estimated cost of 
the total investment. 

It is obvious, therefore, that the bulk of construction is being 
financed by personal savings and by an incoming flow of foreign 
exchange. The residents and the returnees from Kuwait are 
drawing on their dollar deposits abroad. In fact we are now in the 
middle of a massive capital flight in reverse. 

The huge investment in construction will definitely raise the 
imports beyond the levels projected by the economic adjustment 
programme, but it is in no way depleting the country’s reserves. 
On the contrary, building a house is equal to calling back capital 
from abroad, partially to finance more import?, and partially to 
support the reserves. The Jordanian economy is not' getting the 


investment only, but the funding as welL . 

True, file flow of capital from abroad does not show upm the 
current account of the balance of payments, but it is inflating tte 
errors and omissions item, which is the secret name for the 
informal flow of funds. . 

Many observers fear that we are building too nnicfa and, 
accordingly, may be heading towards a crisis of excess supply ot 
housing. TSus may happen if the boom continues at the seise rate 
all through 1993. In fact Jordan needs. around 25 thousand 
housing units a year to cope with the natural growth of the 
population at 3.4 per coat per annum. However,- the extra anq 
one rim*- demand of the returnees, and many Iraqi families which 
may not stay fix more than months, must be taken into account. 
What is happening now was a response to the signa l s of the 
market. The market may not fail to issue the opposite signals m. 
the construction drive exceeded the real needs. 

Even if we reach, a stage when some surplus in housing may 
become evident, tte rapid population growth ’will catch up with it 
in a short period of tune. 

Investment in real estate is of course good for investors who 
don’t know better or cannot invest in more productive, though 
more risky, ventures. The return on real estate is rather low, 
perhaps 5 per cent as a rent, but there are capital gains as well. 
Real is known to be a hedge against inflation, and to be a 
low-risk investment. 

In general, we do not need to worry about shortages and 
surpluses in the bousing sector. The sector is market-oriented. It 
is almost fully conducted by the private sector. Bmkflng .apart- 
ments for sale is an organised industry, run by people who are 
well-informed and very careful not to overproduce houses. 

Finally, the construction boom may push real economic growth 
in Jordan in 1992 to a high level, such as 7.5 per cent, but tms high 
rate is not sustainable in the longer run. 


A 6th century invasion stokes 
a 20th century calamity 


By Thomas Butler 


WASHINGTON — Abuse or 
cultural memory — the manipula- 
tion of long-invalid past grie- 
vances to obtain present-day 
advantage — rales tte day in the 
war-torn lands of Yugoslavia. 
Deliberate misreadings and mis- 
representations of history are 
-destroying the future in tte Bal- 
kans. 

The fundamental cause of 
Yugoslavia’s calamity is not just 
recent history, such as the in- 
famous genocide by Croatians at 
the Jasenovac concentration 
camp during World War flL Nor. 
is the cause rooted solely id the 
more distant chronicle of tile 
Ottoman rule. Today's horrors 
are woven from strands of the 
entire tapestry of history since die 
6th century Slavic invasion of die 
Balkans, with the subsequent di- 
vision of Croats and Serbs be- 
tween Catholicism and Ortho- 
doxy and eventually Islam. 

All these elements play a role 
m the minds of those destroying 
Bosnia. They are sick from his- 
tory — from half-truths and 
ethnic prejudices passed from 
one generation to the next, 
through religion, political de- 
magoguery, inflammatory tracts 
and, even, through abuse of folk 
song and tales. More recently, 
die books of unscrupulous writers 
and die deliberately inaccurate 
speeches of unprincipled leaders 
have further contaminated tte 
atmosphere. 

Two years ago. at an interna- 
tional conference in Boston on 
cultural memory, I argued with 
an American scholar about the 
causes of the unfolding Yugoslav 
crisis. She felt that everything was 
traceable to 1941 and tte Croa- 
tian killing of 600,000 Serbs, Jews 
and gypsies at the concentration 
camp of Jasenovac, (Many of 
these Serbs were from tte Kra- 
jina area of Croatia, which is now 
trying to merge with Serbia). But 
I felt that the roots of the current 
conflict between Croats and 
Serbs ran much deeper, at least as 
far back as tte schism between 
the Catholic and Orthodox Chur- 
ches in 1054 A.D. 

It appears we were both right. 
She, in that the immediate cause 
of tte fighting between Serbs and 
Croats in Croatia was Serbian 
fear of another Jasenovac. When 
Franjo Tndjman, author of a 
book stating that Serbian losses 
were only one-tenth what they 
claimed, became president of 
Croatia, Serbs in Croatia saw this 
as a sign that they were not to 
expect fair and unbiased treat- 
ment ip the new state. Mr. Tudj- 
man did not offer them concrete 
guarantees that would have 
allayed their worries. 

Although it was the Serbs in 
Krajina who provoked the out- 
break of hostilities, over the long 
ran the fighting between Serbs 
and Croats in Croatia and Slavo- 
nia has been fueled by culturally 
derived feelings of “otherness” 
between Orthodox Serbs and 
Catholic Croats. 

Orthodox-Catholic prejudice is 
a powerful force. A few years 
ago, I visited the Orthodox 
monastery of Iviron on Mount 
Athos in Greece. While I was 
attending the early morning litur- 
gy, a monk approached and 
asked whether I was Orthodox or. 
Catholic. When I replied “Catho- 
lic,” he told me to “go outside 
and pray.” 


The' Greek Orthodox Church, 
like Rome, has a long memory: 
In the young monk's mind, I was 
excommunicated. The Schism in 
1054 A.D. and the plundering of 
Constantinople in 1204 A.D. by 
' die Fourth Crusade are alive in 
the Orthodox mind of today and 
continue to affect Orthodox- 
Catholic relations, including 
those between Serbs and Croats. 

This is not to say that Serbs feel 
justified in shelling Dubrovnik 
because they believe its inhabi- 
tants are schismatics, bat ratiier 
that they are affected in their 
. relations with -.-the ”Latini” by- 
negative feelings of “otherness,” 
roe residue^of doctrinal disputes 
of long ago. rhe sense of “other- 
ness” is further exacerbated by 
the fact that the two peoples were 
ruled by different and opposing 
empires: Tte Croats by the Au- 
stro-Hungarian empire and the 
Serbs by the Ottoman. 

As for Croatian and Serbian 
relations with Bosnia's Muslim 
population (who are actually 
Slavs), no one will deny that the 
Croats have the more harmo- 
nious dealings with their Islamic 
brethren. This may be because 
they see the Muslims as heretics 
who can be saved through bapt- 
ism. In fact, Mr. Tndjman was 
photographed a year ago, smiling 
benignly at tte baptism of a 
group of Muslim children. This 
drove Bosnia’s Muslim president, 
Alija Izetbegovic, into such a 
frenzy that be made a short-lived 
treaty with his arch-enemy, 
Serbia. 

Serbs, on the other hand, take 
a different stance towards Mus- 
lims: They see them as traitors, as 
well as heretics. Scratch a Mus- 
lim, they believe, and you have a 
Serb whose ancestor went over to 
the Ottoman side four or five 
hundred years ago in order to 
keep his land. 

In the Bosnian case, tte situa- 
tion is further complicated by the 


tury historians. 

The Serbian “purification'’ of 
Bosnian villages of Muslim in- 
habitants reminds me of a similar 
action, described by the 19th cen- 
tury Montenegrin poet Njegos in 
his “Mountain Wreath.” He sings 
of die events leading up to an 
early tSth-century extermination 
of Muslims in Montenegro, 
directed by Danilo, tte Orthodox 
prince bishop of Montenegro, 
and motivated by fear of con- 
tamination from within. The 
same paranoia may be found in 
Serbia today. 

r - Even 20 years ago such views 
were .commoR,- My^, Belgrade , 
landlady fold' me then that the 
Albanians (Sbiptars), who are 
mainly Muslim, were lighting 
bonfires at night on the hills 
around the city, signaling to each 
other. She voiced fear of their 
high bird! rate, warning that they 
would inundate the Serbs, as they 
have done in Kosovo, the “holy 
ground” of the Serbian medieval 
empire. 

In recent years, I heard wor- 
ried talk of bow Islamic fun- 
damentalism was sweeping Bos- 
nia and of Saudi money being 
used to rebuild mosques ana 
Mustim schools. I used to smile at 
such stories as indicative of exces- 
sive Serbian anxiety. But I was 
wrong. Obviously, Serbian ex- 
tremists played on fears of a 
revived Islamic state in Bosnia as 
a way to spur their savage war. 

This oppressive preoccupation 
with Muslims — Albanians in 
particular — is vividly illustrated 
in the war diary of a Serbian 
reservist from Valjevo, named 
Alexander Jasovic, published in a 
Belgrade journal this year. Mr. 
Jasovic served as a medic m the 
Serbian ranks in the fighting for 
Vukovar in Croatia in 1991. 
While Us battery was shelling the 
Croats in the northeast, he re- 
counts in his diary, he was preoc- 
cupied with fears about Kosovo 





fact that great numbers of those 
who converted to Islam were 
members erf a heretical Christian 
sect called “Bogomils” (“pleasing' 
to God”). They were threatened 
by the Inquisition, and some 
historians have written that they 
invited the Ottomans in (1463), 
rather than face invasion by a 
Hungarian army blessed by the 
Pope. 

From all this came the saying: 
“Bosnia fell with a whisper.” It 
wasn’t until the rise of national- 
ism in the last decades'of the 18th 
century that these converts to 
Islam and their descendants were 
branded “traitors.” Particular^ 
in Yugoslavia, much of the Mood- 
shed Of the 20th century may be 
traced to such rein te r pr et ations 
of cultural memory by 19th-cen- 


fer to the south — tte scene of 
the Serbs’ fateful loss to the 
Turks in 1389. 

He writes of the Albanian Mus- 
‘tims, who are a huge majority in 
Kosovo: “Their Sarajevo mother 
s up ports them!” Westerners may 
find the phrase obscure, but it 
flhrnimates what in the medic's 
mind seems the powerful, irrefut- 
able .and threatening connection 
between the Muslims of Bosnia 
and those of Kosovo. 

Of Slav Macedonians, who also 
occupy a former Serbian mediev- 
al province, he comments: “The 
Macedonians are continuing to 
play the fool.' The tune is near 
when we’ll have to protect Kuma- 
novo, too.” Kmnanovo was the 
scene of a major Serbian victory . 
in the First Balkan War, 1912.' 


Fear of endriement by ail-powerful 
enemies grips the medic. Not 
once does Mr. Jasovic ask himself 
whether his worries are justified 
by the facts. Elsewhere he bor- 
row an apocalyptic line from 
Njegos: “Let there be what there 
cannot be!” i.e., Serbia may lose 
these ancient provinces, but not 
without a fight to the end. Such 
thinkin g is at the heart of Serbian 
aggression and territorial aggran- 
disement. Will Kosovo and 
Macedonia be next on the list for 
.'“purification”. . and "ethnic 
deahsing?'’ 

•lythere any way out of the gyre 
.of- death aiu^ destracrion . in tire 
Balkans? TtehTmay be, but the 
failure of diplomatic efforts has. 
shown that without more active 
U.S. participation, nothing will 
happen. Western Europe’s lead- 
en seem incapable of seeing that 
they should act forcefully — - with 
military power, if needed — to 
force a ceasefire. 

Tte U.S. offer of air and naval 
s up por t for the U.N. relief efforts 
is a first step, but even if this 
should bring about a ceasefire; 
we shall have to prepare 
ourselves to play a very strong 
role in die overall negotiations. 
Several European powers — Bri- 
tain, Germany, Italy and Turkey 
— seem immobilised, perhaps by 
their own past history of invasion 
or involvement in the Balkans. 

If there is ever to be a healing, - 
it may be that it can only begin 
with the establishment of a uni- 
que, continuing conference of 
Serbian, Croatian, Muslim and 
otter historians to arrive at a core 
of mutually-agreed upon state- 
ments regarding each group's his- 
tory. Ideally, this multicultural 
convocation would face shib- 
boleths regarding "enemy” 
ethnic groups, examine national 
memories for their accuracy and 
rationality and separate truth 
from prejudice. The mediation of 
Western experts will be vital. 

Responsibility will have to be 
accepted for the crimes of one 
nation against tte otter. Serbs 
will have to admit their nation's 
guilt for the dictatorship of King 
Alexander in the 1920s and 
1930s, which undermined the prej 
war . Kingdom of Slovenia, 
Croatia and Serbia. Croatia wQI 
have to come clean on the holo- 
caust of Serbs at Jasenovac. The 
same is true for the Christian 
relationship with the Muslims. 
The Muslims need to admit that 
thdbr ancestors abused and forded 
it over tte Christians for centur- 
ies. The Serbs, while granting 
them forgiveness, must ask in turn 
for their pardon for recent 
savagery. 

We have precedents for such 
national confessions of guilt in 
the West German acceptance of 
responsibility for Nazi crimes 
against Jews, and recently in the 
French intellectuals’ call for their 
'government to condemn the 
Vichy government's persecution 
of Jews. 

If such a healing process is to 
take place in the Balkans, it will 
be bek to keep it out of the hands 
of religious leaders and politi- 
cians. The liturgy of rcconaba- 
- tioh should be written by the 
poet, aided by others of good 
wiB. Thus the Yugoslavia that 
many of us in the West truly 
loved for its diversity may pass 
peacefully into history — ' The' 
Washington Post. 


LETTERS 


Hypothetical scenarios 

To the Editor: 

l WAS shocked and very dismayed to read Rami ^uif s anide 
“Jordan’s opportunity: Where history and elegance comade (Jordan 
Th^SepuS. 1992). as Mr. Khouri took it upon himself U> take 
adwtageof what he insensitively refers to as "opportunity to chart the 

^ Khouri suggests that instead of displaying their affection to His 
the people of JortJar .should ihe thinking 
abemta potf-Hussein era. The medical condition of H* Majesty prowdes 
rti oppormnity for this, according to tte aradc. especially now that the 
uOTtt&Hsation process is well unter way in the country. 

Apart from its wrong riming, and the bad taste m which it is written, the 
artide ignores the Constitution of Jordan, which governs the line of 
succession. The presence of a capable Crown Prince, whose wideranging 
knowledge and great experience have won him national and international 
respect was not even mentioned in this article, thus suggesting an 
unknown and perhaps a chaotic eventuality, which Mr. Khoun is trying to 

aW Drawiug parallel's with Sudan under Nimeiri. Iran under the Shah, and 
Somalia under Siad Barre. contradicts Mr. Khouri’s affirmation that 
Jordan has become a country built on institutions which safeguard 
democracy and political pluralism. Moreover. I fail to understand how this 
moment provides the opportunity that the article speaks of. 

It is plausible that Mr. Khouri is searching for reasons to substantiate 
his shallow proposal, and pretending that he is only going along with what 
His Majesty said in his speeches. 

King Hussein's wise leadership and the central role that his Majesty 
assumed in building Jordan, and shaping its destiny, have provided for the 
continuity of this country. Theoretical assumptions and hypothetical 
scenarios that are far from our real world must be avoided test they 
become a subject matter of a useless debate. 

The historical mission of the Hashemites is an established reality in the 
history of the Middle East, dating back to the Great Arab Revolt. The 
religious and political leadership of the A! al Bayt will continue to 
dominate the course of our future and that of our region. 

Mr. Khouri should have read more of history, in order for him to 
understand its significance. Had this been the case, he would not have 
written his whimsical artide. 

Daood M. Suleiman, 
P.O.Box 6518, 

Amman . 

Not so elegant or humble 

To the Editor: 

I would like to say a few things regarding Rami Khouri's article. 
“Jordan's opportunity: Where history and elegance coincide”, 
appearing in tte Jordan Times, Tuesday. Sept. 8. 1992. 

Such an artide is supposedly meant to reach the masses in 
Jordan. Why was it written in English, in the Jordan Times?. What 
audience was it meant to reach? 

Did Rami Khouri write it as a Palestinian, an American or a 
Jordanian national? 

The word that strikes me most in the title is “elegance.” I must 
say that the elegance Rami Khouri recommends to others is sadly 
lacking m his own text. The choice of his words, sometimes, is far 
from elegant and that is amazing in someone who masters the 
English language as well as he does. 

The expression “take the opportunity” is, to say the least, 
superfid al and uncouth. In the title, it is Jordan who should “take 
the opportunity” to open its eyes: further on, it is us. the 
Jordanians, who “should take the opportunity” of His Majesty's 
illness to start looking for an heir to the throne; still further down, 

. it is the King who “should take the opportunity" to get the fun he 
never had in ins life. 

Jordan, Mr. Khouri surely knows, has a Crown Prince who has 
worked relentlessly to fulfill his duties, and has not spared an 
effort to serve his country ever since 'he 'was named heir to the 
tfirone. He is a cultured, serious and dedicated man. He knows 
the - economic, sodal and political situatibn of the country inside 
out. If there is someone who has worked smoothly in tandem with 
his brother, it is Crown Prince Hassan. 

I was born and raised in a hospital, from a family of physidans. 
Illnesses do not scare me and I am not shocked or scared by the 
word cancer. But who told Mr. Khouri that His Majesty has 
“cancerous, malignant cells in the kidney?” It seems to me that if 
that were true, the King should undergo chemotherapy which he 
is not. 

My family and I are certainly among those who have deep 
loyalty for this King and country; and alongside many Jorda- 
nians, we do not only “profess to show affection.... with a shower 
of superlative praise!” 

Comparing His Majesty with the Shah. Numeiri and Siad Barre 
is distasteful and inadequate. His Majesty has provided a model 
for ixrlitical transition and pluralistic democracy. His Majesty has 
provided us with the ultimate example of political nobility and 
mobility. 

Rami Khouri is giving advice in abundance. He is trying to 
teach all of us a lesson, including the King, in civility and humility. 
Those who know His Majesty, however, also know that each time 
they see him they learn a new lesson in humility and civility. 

Rami Khouri’s suggestion seems absolutely ludicrous; does he 
want to act as an “arbiter phrtosophorum" in Jordan, a modern 
Socrates? why doesn’t be start learning himself a lesson of 
humility and civility? 

Fla via Teao Romero, 
Amman . 

Legal strength available 

To tte Editor: 

1°^ J° repo**** .with a few comments regarding the artide 
Negotiations Requires New Guidelines." by Waleed 
Sadi (Jordan Times Sept. 7, 1992). 

1- In terms of assessing the tone of the Jordanian team's daily press 
co nferenc es and statements, I have always felt that they haw teen 
cautiously optim istic on a consistent basis. 

^ writer felt a particular inconsistency in the level and 

JESSES?® ° P ^ msm “?* pessimism. » .surely a reflection of 
the actual feeling m the negotiating rooms. In a fledgling democracy 
»ch as ours, public official or those charged with a public duty on a 

CTZST'a b85a ?’ “ in the case of the teamTare learning 
tow to mike a balance in terms of information that is released on 
soai a vita l topic, between the public’s right to know on the one totnd 
and oompromisnig tinar own negotiating position cm tte otter. 

1 not sure that veteran lawyers are more qualified than 
statesmen and professionals in this regard. 

3- I wish to draw -the attention of our distinguished writer rhar hk 

. ^tit^tafl^mthedailyasS^tteS^of 

1 1 1 ™® 00 **“ Jonknian negotiating 

baseJess. The leaders of the Jordanian 
team have avoided releasing information on tte true substance of the 
negotiations, the particular subjects under discussion and their 
mmmtuin acceptable position on each issue. 

?” tb e mfe nnaaon of the well-informed writer, the Jordanian team 
dimw “poo a wealth of experience in the relevant professional areas 
under negotiations. These are supported by international relations 
— ip lawyers within the main team itself 

5 SO? “PP®* 1 ***? 1 * in Waahio 8 t °n and AmmanT 

^ arlldc ’rt'ote, the writer seems to be attempting to 

??? °* CVttntS 4Bd tbcir consequences, implying 
^ «***«»* wffl eventually ksdtoa 

at mosphere by the team, leads to the questioning of the team's 

. m ? k f : «*P *he Jordanian Parliament 
delK ? le dreading of cause and effect 
overa forme twelve-month period ts a tenuous exercise in political 

^ pea ‘ X “gating tram in Washmetoii 
verteran Uwwr h™ - esteemed writer, who is coincidentally a 

SdSiiHS ELS® K, ^ ertK » ** aAabffityoftoetSnMdits 

tenM «** * temperamental 8 kj^ 
crflfl ? it “g a lack Of KmSd jt^ement^ 

dcacfHMng tte team performance is to poor taste and imniia a lack rtf 
•pprectttion of us make**, potential Ed experience ^ “* °V 

AWa Asfoor 

Amman 
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Jordan hopes for seriousness 1 U.S. assails Chinese nuclear sale Hrawi, Assad 


(Continued from page 1) 

of the Israeli side. “At the same 
time the three sides — the Jorda- 
nian, Palestinian. and Israeli — 
should be present together when 
certain issues are discussed, but 
Tve have not reached that point 
yet," he said. ' 

Member of the Jordanian de- 
legation Jawad A1 Anani noted 
that the negotiations would tackle 
4tfcuch thorny issues as the status of 
1 the occupied territories, the with- 
drawal of Israeli forces, water 
resources, refugees, and others. 

Dr. Anani, also quoted by Pet- 
ra, was against having a time 
table for the negotiations since 
many people were linking any 
development in the peace process 
with other issues that might have 
very little influence in the nego- 
tiating process. 

“Some people link the peace 
process to the U.S. presidential 
elections and believe that some- 
thing should take place before 
these elections which will be held 
in November this year so that 
President Bush would have a 
better chance to win,” he noted, 
w “I believe that this might be 
related, but in fact this will have a 
great impact on the concerned 
parties, and the cost might be 
very high on them,” he told 
Petra. “We should avoid having a 
set timetable for the process... 

■ how can we speed up dealing with 
historical and basic rights so as to 
meet a certain political indica- 
tor." 

He said tbe Arab parties 
should not exaggerate expecta- 
tions when the Israeli teams re- 
turn to Washington, especially 
that the change in the Israeli 
position is not substantial, 
although they have more accept- 
ance of the concept of Security 
Council Resolution 242, which 
forms die basis and the reference 


for the peace process “previously 
they had their own interpretation 
of the resolutions and now they 
accept to have it in the process." 
he said. 

Dr. Anani pointed out that 
■ there were other issues over 
which the Israelis did not show 
any flexibility, namely Israeli 
withdrawal from all the occupied 
Arab lands m accordance with 
Resolution 242. “They do not 
accept tbe term 'all' because they 
say the resolution does not in- 
dude it and they maintain that 
. their approval of withdrawal 
. means determining the outcome 
of negotiations beforehand," he 
said. 

He added, 'This time they say 
that negotiations might lead to 
withdrawal but they refuse to 
commit themselves to it before 
hand.” 

He said tbe Israeli side does 
not show flexibility regarding 
other issues such as tbe use of 
aims of mass destruction . 

He stressed that Jordan insists 
on the basic points such as the 
need for Israel to withdraw from 
the occupied Jordanian lands, the 
recognition of the rights of re- 
fugees, and the need for Israel to 
accept it is an occupying force 
and in this regard Jordan cannot 
offer any compromise. 

Dr. Anani said that Jordan 
affirms the possibility of reaching 
a sort of “an agreement on peace 
because pacts man a lot in inter- 
national law and the Israelis insist 
on a pact for psychological foe- 
tors.” 

He said Jordan will not sign an 
agreement unless Israel with- 
draws from Jordanian and 
Palestinian territories. But be 
stressed that Jordan was negotiat- 
ing only Israel’s withdrawal from 
occupied Jordanian territories 
and supports the Palestinian side 
in its negotiations. 


(Continued from page 1) from Iran at a meeting 10 days 


Muslim allies m Bosnia in viola- 
tion of the U.N. economic 
embargo. Iran denied the allega- 
tion. 

Meanwhile, Gulf Arab states 
and their western allies are work- 
ing on strategies to deal with, 
Iran's possible acquisition of for- 
mer Soviet submarines, a senior 
British naval officer said Satur- 
day. 

“Until now we've focused cm 
Iran's surface forces. But Iran 
intends to purchase submarines 
for her own navy," said Captain 
Tony Hogg, commander of Brit- 
ish naval forces in the Gulf. 

A senior Russian official con- 
firmed in June widespread re- 
ports that Iran had bought three 
submarines from the former 
Soviet . Union. The successor 
states in the Commonwealth of 
Independent States had yet to 
honour the contract, he added. 

U.S. newspaper reports said 
the three submarines were K- 
dass 70 metre diesel patrol which 
cany 45 crew and 18 torpedoes 
each. 

Capt. Hogg told z press confer- 
ence on board the British frigate 
Chatham in Dubai’s Rashid port 
that naval commanders from tbe 
Gulf states and the Western allies ‘ 
considered the submarine threat 


“The meeting looked at how 
they could be deployed, should 
they be bought,” he said. The 
shallow waters of the Gulf were 
“an appalling place for both sub- 
marines and anti-submarine op- 
erations,” he added. 

Tensions have increased be- 
tween Iran and its Gulf Arab 
neighbours since its virtual 
annexation in April of (he small 
island of Abu Musa, half-way 
across' tire Gulf and close to the 
deepest shipping channel in the 
Gulf. Waters around Abu Musa 
go even deeper, reaching more 
than 60 metres — not far from the 
Gulfs entrance in the Strait of 
Hormuz. 

Iran’s action increased specula- 
tion that it might want to build a 
base cm Abu Musa that could be 
used by any submarines it ac- 
quires. 

Capt. Hogg said tbe Sept. 2 
meeting on the frigate was 
attended by naval representatives 
of the United States, Britain, 
France and Australia and “the 
majority of Gulf states.” He 
would not name them. 

He said tbe Abu Musa dispute 
was raised at tbe meeting but the 
United Arab Emirates, which 
shares control of Abu Musa with 
Iran, had not sought help. 


Plan clears way for loan guarantees 


^Sraqi official urges press freedom 

(Continued from page 1) months, he said. 


forced... by the U.S., Britain and 
France,” Mr. Sahaf said. 

“The continuation of the com- 
mittee’s activities in this manner 
will harm the credibility of the 
international organisation,” be 
said in a letter published by the 
Iraqi News Agency (INA). 

Mr. Sahaf feted electric fans, 
metal ban for building hospital 
beds and children’s bicycles as., 
some of the banned items. 

He urged. the U.N. chief to-j 
stop what he termed “the conhV 
mittee’s ridiculous practices 
which contradict all human norms 
and considerations." 

Iraq will begin destroying 
thousands of tonnes of toxic 
material drained from its vast 
arsenal of chemical munitions la- 
• ter this month, a U.N. chemical 
weapons expert said Saturday. 

Briton Ron Manley, who in- 
spected plants built for the task at 
Iraq's main Math ana facility, told 
,^qporter5 in Bahrain he had asked 
nraqi experts to modify the equip- 
ment, before they begin bulk dis- 
posal of nerve agent and mustard 
gas. 

But be said he would recom- 
mend that the U.N. special com- 
mission charged with scrapping 
Iraq's weapons give Baghdad the 
go-ahead to begin the destruction 
process, expected to take be- 
tween six months and one year. 

A chemical hydrolysis plant the 
size of a three-storey bouse will 
be ready to begin neutralising 
nerve agents in a couple of weeks 
while a more complex five-metre- 
long furnace will begin incinerat- 
ing mustard gas in about two 


“Kuwait, Saudis gave arms’ 

Kuwait and Saudi Arabia ship- 
ped American missiles and 
bombs to Iraq .during the Iran- 
Iraq war without U.S. approval, 
the Los Angeles Times reported 
Saturday. 

- Kuwait supplied Iraq with an 
..undisclosed number of Tow anti-, 
tank missiles and- the Saudis sent '. 
'Baghdad as many as -1,500 
.Bombs, the newspaper reported,: 
citing a classified report prepared 
by congressional investigators. 

The paper quoted a General 
Accounting Office (GAO) report 
as saying other American 
weapons may have been trans- 
feree! to Baghdad during the Iran- 
Iraq war but that a GAO inves- 
tigation was blocked by the U.S. 
administration's refusal to press 
for information from its allies in 
the Gulf. 

The report suggests Saudi au- 
thorities may have misled U.S. 
officials about the number of 
bombs it transferred to Iraq. It 
questions the accuracy of the 
Reagan administration's required 
notification to Congress about 
the transfer. 

Tbe report says investigators 
found no evidence that U.S. offi- 
cials authorised the transfer, 
according to the paper. 

Tbe newspaper said tbe State 
Department protested at the 
Kuwait shipment but tbe Reagan 
administracio'n made no effort to 
recover either the advanced anti- 
tank missiles or the bombs pro- 
vided by tbe Saudis. 


(Contfaiued from page 1) 

Israel Television. 

Mr. Bush has promised the 
deal would not put Israeli military 
superiority at a risk. White House 
Chief of Staff James Baker tele- 
phoned Prime Minister Yitzhak 
Rabin Thursday to reform him of 
Mr. Bush's decision, said Oded 
Ben Ami, Mr. Raimi's spokes- 
I man on defence issues. 

“Right now it is just verbal 
opposition,” Mr. Ben Ami ex- 
plained, refusing to elaborate if 
Israel would be seeking “com- 
pensation." 

Nevertheless, Mr. ShovaJ and 
Israel’s military attache in 
Washington Giora Rom have 
been invited to meet Defence 
Secretary Richard Chepey over 
tiie sale, Israel Television re- - 
ported. 

. The Sanctis want -to *buy 72 
planes in a '$6 billion deal with 
terms still being negotiated. 
Building them would preserve 

7.000 defence jobs, according 
McDonnell Corp. where the jobs 
are. 

The White House said the sale 
would “directly provide over 

40.000 aerospace jobs” and have 
an economic impact on workers 
in 45 U.S. states. 

Mr. Bush said be had consi- 
dered tiie stability of the Middle 


East, the need to maintain 
Israel’s military edge, the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks and the de- 
fence needs of Saudi Arabia and 
its relationship with the United 
States. 

“I have worked on this issue 
personally, touching every base, 
and I am now satisfied that we 
have adequately addressed each 
of these concerns and that we 
can, and indeed must for our own 
interest, go forward with this 
sale,” he said. 

The U.S. plans would threaten 

Israeli Deputy Defence Minis- 
ter MottaGur said the U.S. plans 
would threaten Israel's security. 

“Israel has every reason to 
oppose the sale of the planes to 

Saudi Arabia this is an issue' 

that truly affects the. security of 
tfe^sfate of Israel," Mr. Gur told 
azmy radio. --■■' 

‘Whoever Ibdks!*at the'/com- 
~mon border between Israel and 
Jordan and Saudi Arabia cannot 
be indifferent to (the presence of) 
additional F-15s in Saudi Ara- 
bia," he said. 

Mr. Gur suggested Israel 
would expect U.S. measures to 
bolster tbe Jewish state's security. 

“We must ... strengthen, along 
with the Americans, our national 
security in such a way that this 
type of sale won’t harm us,” he 
said. 


(Contained from page 1) 

Officials said Mr. Hrawi and 
Mr. Assad consult on the Arab- 
Israeli peace talks due to resume 
in Washington on Monday. 

Mr. Hrawi, a Maronite elected 
president Nov. 24, 1989 with a 
mandate to oversee the Taif 
accord, signed the reforms into 

law on Sept. 22, 1990 and the 
Lebanese parliament ratified 
them two days later. 

Right-wingers of one million- 
strong Maronite sect, the largest 
among the Christian community, 
were outraged by tiie insistence 
of Mr. Hrawi’s Syrian-backed 
administration to conduct the 
elections before the Syrian rede- 
ployment. 

In addition to boycotting the 
polls, two key Maronite cabinet 
members. Foreign Minister Fans 
Bweiz and Telecommunications 
Minister George Saadeb, res- 
igned their posts. 

That tipped the sectarian ba- 
lance in the half-Christian, half- 
Muslim cabinet. 

Several Muslim leaders called 
after the elections for reconcilia- 
tion with tbe Christians to set the 
stage for forming a new balanced . 
cabinet. Mr. Assad has - been 
urged to oversee the reconcilia- 
tion. 

The European Community Fri- 
day said the Lebanese election 
had produced a parliament which 
did not fully reflect the will of the 
people. 

In a glum assessment of voting, 
the 12 EC states said in a state- 
ment that the democratic process 
had been impeded by alleged 
irregularities and interference. 

The statement said member 
states “regret that the low turn- 
out, alleged irregularities and in- 
terference and denial of access to 
voting booths in the sooth has 
impeded the democratic process 
and produced a parliament which 
does not fully reflect the political 
will of the Lebanese people.” . 

“They reaffirm their support 
for the Taif accord as the best 
basis for achieving Lebanese in- 
dependence, sovereignty, unity 
and territorial integrity, free of all 
foreign troops,” the statement 
said. 


Giant-killer question 
dogs Bush, Clinton 


by Jim Wolf 

Reuter 

WAS HINGTON — What did he 
know and when did he know it? 

Washington's old giant-killer 
question — first asked about 
Richard Nixon during the 1973 
Senate Watergate hearings — is 
back and haunting the election 
campaigns of President George 
Bush, on Iran-Contra issues, and 
Bill Clinton, on his draft record. 

For Mr. Bush, the issue is fresh 
evidence challenging his account 
of his role, as vice president, in 
the Iran-Contra affair, the 
Reagan administration's most 
damaging scandal. 

Questions about Mr. Bush's 
involvement have been revived 
by a document containing then- 
Secretary of State George 
Shultz's notes of a 1987 telephone 
conversation with then- Secretary 
of Defence Caspar Weinberger. 

According to the notes. 
Mr. Weinberger expressed in- 
dignation that Mr. Bush had plav- 
ed down his knowledge of the- 
arms-for-hostage deal in a 1987 
Washington Post interview. 

In that interview and subse- 
quent comments, Mr. Bush said 
he never weighed in against the 
Iran arms sales policy because he 
was unaware of Mr. Shultz's and 
Mr. Weinbergers objections. 

“We were not in the loop.” he 
said at the time. 

Now. five years later. Mr. Bush 
is being asked to square that 
account with the Shultz memo 
quoting Mr. Weinberger's angry 
and incredulous reaction. 

The memo, dicated to an aide 
the day after the interview ran. 
said Mr. Weinberger had called 
to complain about Mr. Bush's 
disclaimer, and said it was “terri- 
ble. He was on the other side. It's 
on tiie record. Why did he say 
that?" 

The memo was introduced in 


an obstructron-of-justice case 
being brought against Mr. 
Weinberger, the highest-ranking 
Reagan administration official in- 
dicted in the Iran-Contra affair. 

“What gives this episode its 
relevance is Mr. Bush's efforts to 
make Trust' a theme of his reeiec- 
tion campaign." Washington Post 
columnist David Broder wrote 
recently. 

Beyond the question of 
whether Mr. Bush withheld in- 
formation or shaded the truth as 
to his knowledge of Iran-Contra, 
the Clinton campaign^ has seized 
on it to fend off constant ham- 
mering over Mr. Clinton's draft 
status during the Vietnam war. 

Opening the final leg of the run 
for the November 3 election. Mr. 
Clinton challenged reporters on 
■Monday to probe the "veracity” 
of Mr. Bush's stated lack of 
knowledge of the arms-for- 
hostage deal. 

At a campaign stop in Inde- 
pendence. Missouri, the front- 
running challenger said Mr. 
Bush's action may have demons- 
trated "support for illegal con- 
duct.” Mr. Clinton added (hat 
any inconsistencies in Mr. Bush's 
comments should be treated far 
more seriously than reports about 
his draft history. 

Mr. Ointon was responding to 
a question about why he had 
blamed reporters, in an interview 
with NBC News on Sunday night, 
for the latest hitch in his year- 
long struggle ro explain how he 
stayed out of uniform during the 
Vietnam War. 


This latest flap, based on a Los 
Angeles Times report, forced Mr. 
Clinton to issue a statement late 
last week that he had known since 
last spring that an uncle had tried 
to shield him from the war by 
gening him a spot in the naval 
reserve. 

After the Los Angeles Times 
report, Mr. Clinton first said he 
knew nothing of his uncle's ac- 
tions. then acknowledged that 
someone had informed him of it 
last March. 

The political difficulty is that 
answers that appear hedged lead 
to media scrutiny that distracts 
from other messages a candidate 
is trying to convey. 

Although Mr. Clinton is likely 
to play up Iran-Contra to impugn 
Mr. Bush's credibility, the six- 
year-old scandal is so complicated 
and resonates with so few voters 
that its impact may be limited. 

Thus. Mr. Clinton may be in 
greater peril from these “charac- 
ter" issues right now. some 
analysts said. 

Since Mr. Bush is a well-known 
quantity to most Americans, “re- 
velations about Iran-Contra are 
less likely to overturn the public's 
view of him. whatever it may he. 
negative or positive.” said Ellen 
Hume, a media analyst at Har- 
vard's Shorenstein Barone Cen- 
tre on the Press and Politics. 

Mr. Clinton, on the other 
hand, is relatively little known. 
“Therefore revelations or doubts 
are much more likely to stick.” 
she added. 


Deluxe Furnished Flat For Rent 
(For Businessmen & Diplomats) 

Deluxe furnished flat, 1 00m from A1 Youbeel Circle. Tla'a AI Ali, 3 
bedrooms, salon, living room, 3 toilets. 1 wide completely fur- 
nished kitchen, central heating, telephone. Furnished with good 
standarer ttimlture. 'Approx. annual item JD 5.000. 

Tel, 686954, Mr. Zflikl El-Turk 


Entries are now being accepted for 
January 1993 General Certificate of 
Education Examination as of 14 
September 1992. Bring with you an 
official identity document and one 
photograph. 

Closing date: 21 September 1992 
•Registration time: 09:00 a.m. to 12:30i 
p.m. 

Thursdays and Fridays are excluded. 
Candidates are required to register 
k. during that period. 


JORDAN MARKET PLACE 


jpharaa rejects idea of ‘leasing’ 


(Continued from page 1) 

said. 

“A date has to be set for an 
Israeli withdrawal from tbe occu- 
pied Palestinian lands including 
Jerusalem ... discussion of this 
issue cannot be deferred to a later 
stage,” he added. 

Mr. Kaddoumi. in Cairo also 
for the Arab League ministerial 
meeting, said Mr. Rabin's gov- 
ernment was using a new lan- 
guage but had to match words 
with deeds. 

“The lang ua ge used by the new 
Israeli government has been flexi- 
Jrig so far but we still have to feel 
wes flexibility in reality,” he said. 

"A practical end to settlement 
and a date for the withdrawal 
from the territories would disting- 
uish it from the old government 
(of rightwing Likud Party leader 
Yitzhak Shamir),” Mr. Kad- 
doumi added. 

Mr. Rabin said Thursday that 
Israel would withdraw from at 
least part of tbe Golan Heights in 
exchange for foil peace with 
Damascus. 

PLO Executive Committee 
member Yasser Abed Rabbo told 
Reuters in Tunis Friday Palesti- 
nian peace negotiators would 
Ife a similar Israeli pledge on 
tbe occupied territories. 

Israel has invited two top 
Egyptian officials for discussions 
on ways to advance Middle East 


peace efforts, a senior Israeli 
official said Saturday. 

Israel’s Deputy Foreign Minis- 
ter Yossi Beilin told reporters 
after an hour of talks with Fore- 
ign Minister Amr Musa that he 
hoped Mr. Musa and President 
Hosni Mubarak’s top political 
adviser Osama Al Baz would visit 
Israel soon. 

“We invited both of them and.1 
really hope that they will come 
ueiy soon to Israel. It is vety very 
important because Egypt is the 
only Arab state with which Israel 
has peace,” said Mr. Beilin, who 
walked the one-kilometre dis- 
tance from his hotel to the Egyp- 
tian Foreign Ministry because of 
the Jewish Sabbath. 

Mr. Mubarak accepted an in- 
vitation to go to Israel when Mr. 
Rabin visited Cairo in July. 

“Our relationship should be a 
kind of a cornerstone for the 
development of this process be- 
tween Israel and the whole Arab 
countries,” said Mr. Beilin. 

Before arriving in Cairo be said 
he hoped for a more prominent 
Egyptian role in multilateral Mid-, 
die East peace talks. 

Mr. Beilin added his talks with 
Mr. Musa on Saturday and Dr. 
Baz on Friday focused ' on the 
multilateral talks, due to resume 
next month. He said there were 
differences between Egypt and 
Israel but hoped they could be 
honed oat. 


THE PROFESSIONALS 
ALWAYS CHOOSE 
THE REUABLE 


PACKMG, MR FREKSH1 
FORWARDING, DOOR- to 
DOOR SERVICES AM) 
DELIVERIES .CUSTOMS 
CLEARANCE . TICKETS 
AND, RESERVATIONS. 


CROWN 

M INT’L EST, u 
H Packing, shipping, g 
3 forwarding, storage, 3 
clearing, door-to-door 
service 

Air, Sea and Land 




IN JORDAN — 


* Kate Dryciean, 1 Hr. Service 
☆ Shoes repair ☆ Engraving 

* Keys Service 

*■ Uphotetiy, curtains & carpets 
cleaning 

6 Branches at YOUR Service 

Mecca Street, behind Pizza 
Hut, phone 821656, Fax 
838183 



^... ... . 





MOVING? 


Let Aramex Air Cargo 
take care of the Works, 

Door to Door. 


Call the friendly 
professionals on 

660507 or 660508' 

ARAMEX1EZ 


TtiefirettbMt 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

1st Circle, Jabal Amman, near 
ANiyyahpirts School 


Open daily 12:00-3:30 

p.m. 

6:30~Midoigbt 



FOR RENT 

Fully furnished apart- 
ment, 3 bedrooms, 3 
bathrooms, 150 
sq.m., living and lin- 
ing area, separate 
family room. Nicely 
furnished. Total area 
335 sq.m. Location: 
Sweifieh. 

Tel. 810605/810609/ 
810520 


' CHEN’S 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT 

Mecca Street, Yarmouk 
Engineers' Housing 
( Estate, near Kilo 
V. Supermarket 

Mongolian Barfaeque for 
Lunch Friday only 

Tel: 81B214 

Come and taste our 
specialities. 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:30 
p.m. 

v 6:30 - Midnight j 


MANDARIN RESTAURANT 


Special Chinese Foods 

Skilled Chinese Chefs 

1 1 


Ofvn 1 a •« » . . 


Tain away Is avaOaMa 

Wadi Saqra Road 
near Philadelphia Hotel 




Take away service 

& home delivery 

Open dail 


- 15:30 1840 - Midnight 

Near Third Circle, 
opposite Akilah Hospital 
Jabal Amman, tel. 641093 



Fridays. 

SUNDAY 

LUNCHEON 

BUFFET 

** Res:SB5121 




OAIMTEL 

,U2ljl|l= 


Amman - Tel 6681 93 
PO Box 9403 -Fax 602434 
■ Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

Ideal Residence For 
Exoatrlates and 
Businessmen 


's>. 
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Seles, Sanchez Vicario cruise 
to U.S. Open final showdown 


German Athletics Federation bans Krabbe 


NEW YORK (R) — World num- 
ber one Monica Seies completed 
her march into the U.S. Open 
Final without losing a set by 
pounding out a 6-3, 6-2 victory 
over seventh seed Mary Joe Fer- 
nandez Friday. 

The French and Australian 
Open champion will go for her 
third major title of the year when 
she faces fifth-seeded Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario in 
Saturday's final. 

Sanchez, who has played su- 
perb tennis at the Open, embar- 
rassed error-prone ninth seed 
Maruie la Maleeva-Fragniere 6-2, 
6-1 in 64 minutes. 

“My dream come real, to play 
in the final of the U.S. Open," 
said the bubbly Spaniard, who 
will make her first appearance in 
a Grand Slam final since winning 
the 1989 French Open title. 

Fernandez, who upset Gabriela 
Sabatini in the quarterfinals, put 
up a game challenge against Seles 
and their match was much closer 
than the score would indicate. 

She fought hard through many 
exciting points in nearly every 
game, but Seles, who resumed 
her full-throated grunting, was 
just too powerful on her ground- 
strokes for the American. 

“She’s very tenacious and she 
raises the level of her game when 
she has to and that's what she did 
today," Fernandez said of Seles, 
who reached her seventh succes- 
sive Grand Slam final. 

“I was in it the whole match,” 
added Fernandez, the Olympic 
doubles champion. 

In sharp contrast. Maleeva- 
Fragniere was never in her match 
with Sanchez. 

The Bulgarian-bom Swiss, who 
had lost 11 successive Grand 


Slam quarterfinals before 
reaching her first career semifinal 
in a major, played a terrible 

match, never approaching the 
calibre of tennis of which she is 
capable. 

She often seemed lost out on 
the stadium court and managed 
to hold her serve just once in the 
entire match with the Spaniard, 
who was also a semifinalist at the 
Australian and French Opens this 
year. 

Seles rolled out to a 3-0 first set 
lead and had triple break point 
for 4-0 when Fernandez began 
attacking net. 

Fernandez fought back to hold 
serve and broke Seles for 3-2, 
allowing the top seed very few 
days points after that. 

“I let her into the match a little 
bit too many times," said Seles, 
who suggested sN: should have 
had an easier time. 

Despite her valiant struggle, 
however, Fernandez was only 
able to hold her serve one more 
time in the set. She also captured 
the Yugoslav's serve once more 
to pull to 5-3 before Seles served 
out the set with her lone ace of 
the match. 

Fernandez continued to fight, 
but was only able to hold her 
serve once in the second set after 
falling behind 5-1. 

“It was a close match but I 
always thought I was in control.” 
Seles said. 

Sanchez, who is playing the 
best tennis of her life, is supreme- 
ly confident despite the daunting 
task that awaits her on Saturday 
when she and Seles square off for 
the prestigious title. 

“I play my best tennis right 
now,” said the Spaniard, who 
scored her first career win over 



Joyner files $2m claim against LA 

LOS ANGELES (AP) — Olympic gold medalist A1 Joyner has 
filed a $2 million claim against the city over a May traffic stop that 
he called racist and humiliating. Joyner filed the claim, saying he 
believes he was stopped because he is black. He said police 
officers humiliated him by “forcing him to kneel at gunpoint and 
handcuffing him in front of numerous officers and civilians." 
Officials with the dry attorney's office said they couldn't comment 
until the claim is reviewed. If it is rejected, Joyner can file a 
lawsuit. Police said at the time that they were looking for a.stolen 
car and investigating hit-and-run accidents. Joyner was released 
immediately after officers learned his identity,, but he said. he was, ' 
stopped again minutes later and subjected to similar treatment:; 

U.S. swimmer' g&rris 9th $018 rtiedai 

BARCELONA (AP) — Trischa Zorn led the United States to 
victory int he women's 4x 100-blind relay swimming competition 
to earn her ninth gold medal of die 1992 paralympic games. Zorn, 
also has two silver medals. Her total of 11 medals overall already 
makes her the most successful U.S. athlete at these games. In 
other sports, the United States men's wheelchair basketball - team 
clinched a berth in the final with a 71-47 win over France in 
Badalona. In women's basketball, the U.S. beat Australia, 34-23, 
to advance to the finals against Canada. Meanwhile, Bart Dodson 
earned three gold medals and three world records in the men’s 
wheelchair 400 metres, 5,000 metres and the 4x 100-metre relay, 
bringing his paralympic haul to seven gold medals. Elsewhere, 
Laura Schwanger of the U.S. picked up the bronze medal in the 
paraplegic discus competition, while the men's amputee 4 x 100- 
relay team claimed the silver medal with a time of 45.97. The U.S. 
relay team won the cerebral palsy 100-relay in 50.85. In 
wheelchair tennis, reigning women's world champion Chantal 
Vandierendonck of Holland was upset by in the finals at Vail 
D'hebron by countrywoman Monique Van Den Bosch, 6-3, 6-4. 

Lewis to skip Havana 

RALEIGH, North Carolina, (R) — World 100 metres record 
holder Carl Lewis will skip a possible showdown with Olympic 
champion Linford Christie at this month's World Cup in Havana 
in favour of a more high-profile clash with the Briton next year, 
an official of Lewis's club said Friday. “Carl will not run in 
Havana in anticipation of a major race against Linford Cbristie 
next year,” David Greifinger, legal counsel for the Santa Monica 
Track Club, told Reuters. Lewis, the 1984 and 1988 Olympic 
100-metre champion, failed to qualify for the Barcelona Olympics 
in either the 100 or 200 metres after being slowed by a virus at the 
U.S. trials. But he showed he was recovered by winning his third 
successive long jump gold medal and anchoring the U.S. 

4 x 100-metre relay team to a world record. Christie, meanwhile, 
claimed the 100-metre gold, and promoters have tried unsuccess- 
fully to arrange a clash between him and Lewis this year. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAR SHARIF 
& TANNAH H1RSCH 

I'M' TiiBune I ne 


WHEN CV DOUBT. DON’T 

Bnlh vulnerable. South deals. response was a 

NORTH hearts confirm 

* A 8 5 support and 

5 4 2 When a cue-h 

K 6 3 vealed that Ni 

+ 7 5 3 2 spades and set 

WEST EAST control. South 

*9764 * 10 32 The opening 

Q 10 9 8 7 ing dummy ini 

J 9 8 5 4 10 danger of Iobid 

♦ Q J 10 * K 9 B 6 4 suit, but a hea 


SOUTH 

* K Q J 

: A K J 6 3 
A Q 7 2 

* A 


The bidding: 
South West 


North East 

2 Pass 

3 ’ Pass 

4 * Pass 

5 Pass 

Pass Pass 


Opening lead: Queen of * 

The saw “When in doubt, draw 
trumps," is among the older, and 
more cherished, in bridge, but cer- 
tainly not the wisest. We think the 
apposite is true. Don’t draw mare 
trumps than necessary.* 
North-South bid patiently and 
well to reach an excellent small slam 
in hearts. South’s opening bid was 
artificial and forcing. North's tint 


response was a waiting bid and three 
hearts confirmed three-card trump 
support and reasonable values. 
When a cue-bidding sequence re- 
vealed that North held the ace of 
spades and second-round diamond 
control. South took a shot at slam. 

The opening lead brought a pleas- 
ing dummy into view. There was a 
danger of losing a trick in each red 
suit, but a heart finesse, a 3-3 dia- 
mond split and many other lies of 
tbc cards could eliminate one or or 
both. 

Declarer won the opening lead in 
hand and cashed the ace of trumps, 
felling the queen. The king of 
trumps confirmed there was a sure 
trump loser, so declarer focused on 
the diamond suit. 

Exhibiting exemplary technique. 
South led a diamond to the king and 
a diamond back and careful play was 
rewarded when East, who could not 
niff profitably, discarded a spade, 
allowing declarer to win. A spade to 
the ace was the entry for another 
diamond lead, and ail was well, if 
East raffed, the defender would be 
trumping declarer's lasing diamond, 
no East' discarded a duo. Declarer 
won and raffed a diamond on tile 
board. Whether or not East over- 
ruffed, one trump trick was all the 
defenders could collect. 


Seles at the Canadian Open last 
month. 

“I am very strong mentally. X 
know what I have to do and I am 
just going to do it and fight until 
the end and try to beat her 
again.” ‘ 

Sanchez already knows one 
thing she will do with part of her 
5500,000 winners' prize if she 
beats the top-ranked Yugoslav 
Saturday. 

“When I won the French Open 
I bought a dog and called it 
Roland Garros, so maybe if X win 
the U.S. Open I'll buy another 
dog and call him U.S. Open.” 

. Defending champion Stefan 
Edgerg survived a scare from a 
revitalised Ivan Lendl by winning 
a fifth-set tiebreaker Friday to 
advance to the semifinals of the 
U.S.-Open. 

A stop-volley that trickled over 
the net cord for a 3-2 lead in the 
climactic tiebreak may have been 
the pivotal point for Edberg, who 
won the decider 7-3 to complete a 
rain-delayed 6-3, 6-3, 3-6, 5-7, 7-6 
victory th?t endea nearly 20 
hours after its start. 

Edberg kissed the top of the 
net after the gift point and bound- 
ed over the net in joy on the final- 
point after his serve return, to 
Lendl's feet at the baseline, hand- 
cuffed his foe, who watched the 
ball splatter of his racket well 
beyond the sideline. 

“ft was an extraordinary match 
as it turned out,” said the second- 
seeded Edberg, who squandered 
four match points in the 10th 
game of the fourth set Thursday 
nigftt before the rains came. 

“What happened yesterday 
w£sa heartbreak but it turned out 
good in the end." 


The victory moved Edberg into 
Saturday’s semifinals against 
fourth-seeded Michael Chang, 
who held off South African 
Wayne Ferreira in five sets 
Thursday. 

The other men's semifinal will 
have world number one Jim 
Courier facing 1990 champion 
Pete Sampras, the third seed in 
an all-American match. 

The men's semifinals will be 
sandwiched around the women’s 
final on what has come to be 
called “super Saturday” on Cen-’ 
tre Court at Louis Armstrong 
Stadium. 

The Ed berg- Lendl match re- 
sumed with the Swede leading 2-1 
arid Lendl beginning his serve in 
the fourth game of the final set 
under sunny skies on Stadium 
Court. 

Lendl, whose brilliant run in 
the tournament quashed early cri- 
ticism by Jimmy Connors and 
another of his victims that he had 
lost his nerve and some sting in 
his groimdstrokes, moved in posi- 
tion to register a huge upset when 
he broke Edberg for a 4-3 lead 
after play resumed Friday. 

But Edberg broke right back in 
the next game, denying Lendl 
four timeSfon game point, to draw 
level at 4-4. 

Edberg saved a breakpoint in 
the next game with a service 
winner and the match then pro- 
ceeded on serve to the tie-break. 

The tie-break stayed on serve, 
thanks to Edberg's nifty net cord 
volley, until the seventh point 
when Lendl mis-hit a backhand to 
fall behind 4-3. Edberg won his 
next two serves to hold triple 
match point, which he im- 
mediately turned into victory. 


DARMSTADT, Germany (R) — 
The German Athletics Federa-. 
tion (DLV) Friday recommended 
a four-year ban be imposed on 
double world sprint champion 
Katrin Krabbe for failing a drugs 
test. 

DLV chairman Helmut Meyer, 
told reporters the decision was 
unanimous. He said Krabbe had . 
violated a spirit of fair play 


hr Darmstadt that the three mem- 
bers of the east German dub 
Neubrandenburg had taken the 
drug Genbuterol from April to 
Jxjne this year. 

All three admitted at a final 
bearing of the DLVs anti-doping 
'commission on Aug. 24 they bad 
used the stimulant and anabolic 
dreg. ' 

Derr was suspended the day 


ment on Friday’s decision from national Olympic Committee that 


The“fcderatibn's general secret- But Woessner. athlete^ 
ary istvan Gyulm, was on his lawyer, may appeal agpunst the 
way to athletics meeting in Seoul, ruling to the DLWS legal “P™ ‘ 
The DLV said it followed the tee, saying clenbuteroi «s not 
view of the IAAF and the Inter- performance-enhancing 

^ — T 1 * I 


anjong.athletes by taking an illeg- . after the final bearing, 
al muscle-building drug -.Krabbe and Brener were sus- 

The DLV board recommended . . pended on August 14 after ran- 
that a similar ban be imposed on dom dope tests in July showed 
two. of Krabbe’s team mates — . they bad taken denbuterol. 
world 400 metres silver medallist . . Krabbe and Breuer have said 
Grit Breuer and Manuela Derr, a they never knew that the drug 
member of the east German team was on the list of banned subst- 



■wortd 400 metres silver medallist . . Krabbe and Breuer have said 
Grit Breuer and Manuela Derr, a they never knew that the drug 
member of the east German team was on the list of banned subst- 
which won gold in the 4x400 .ances. Their lawyer, Peter 
metres relay at the 1990 Euro- .Woessner, had asked the anti- 
pean championships. ■ doping commission to lift the 

The board left it for the Inter- suspensions, 
national Amateur Athletic Fed- . The .four-year ban from inter- 
era tion (IAAF) to confirm the national competiti on is rnanda- 
fbur-year ban, which would last tory in the case of proven drugs 
until July 2, 1996. 1 • violations. 

Meyer told a news conference There wajj no immediate com- 


Egypt, Kuwait win more 
golds at Arab Games 


Mansell takes pole in Italy 


MONZA, Italy (R) — Briton 
Nigel Mansell, surrounded by 
rumours about his future, 
claimed the 28th pole postion of 
his career on Saturday when he 
dominated the final qualifying 
session for Sunday’s Italian 
Grand Prix. 

The newly-crowned world 
champion, driving a Williams, 
scorched round the 5.8 kms Mon- 
za track for his Ilth pole of the 


front row. 

Jean Alesi of France, in a 
Ferrari, and Italian Riccardo Pat- 
rese, in a Williams, were third 
and fourth quickest without im- 
proving their times and fill the 
second row. 

Mansell's performance over- 
shadowed those of all 'his rivals 
and left everyone wondering 
what would be the next twist in 


DAMASCUS (R) — Egyptian 
and Kuwaiti swimmers domin- 
ated the pool at the Pan Arab 
Games on Saturday, winning all 
four swimming events held at the 
Syrian port of Latakia. 

Egypt’s swimmers took three 
golds and a bronze and Kuwait 
collected a gold, a silver and two 
bronzes in the pool events which 
began Friday. 

Syria's women produced a 
string of medal-winning karate 
performances, collecting eight 
medals to emulate the host coun- 
try's wrestlers who won a stun- 
ning 13 golds earlier in the games. 

Hatem Saif Mohammad laun- 
ched Egypt's swimming challenge 
Friday by smashing the Arab 
■ record for the men’s 400 metres 
freestyle. His time of three mi- 
nutes; 59.03 seconds was nearly 
one second faster than the old 
record of 3:59.57. 

Syria’s Mohammad Masri was 
^second in 4:0038 and Egypt's 
Mohammad Ahmad Marouf took 
the bronze in 4:1236. 

Kuwaiti swimmers took gold 
and silver in the men’s 100 metres 
breakstroke. Eman Al-Onayzi 
won in one minute. 7.86 seconds, 
just ahead of team-mate Sultan 


Sameer Bochalaghem in 24.42 
seconds. Khaled Al-Tawheed of 
Kuwait came third in 24.58 
seconds. 

Egypt won the. men’s .4x100 
metres relay in three minutes, 
58.25 seconds. The silver went to 
Algeria- in 338.83 and Kuwait 
took the bronze with 4:05.98. 

In the women’s karate in the 
northern city of Aleppo Syria’s 
Samar Baldia won die gold in the 
over-60 kg class, beating Egypt’s 
Ofa Abdul Khalek who won the 
stiver. The bronze went to Syrian. 
Bothayna Abu Trabi and Sam ah 
Turshani of Tunisia. 

Shabeera Salloum of Syria took 
the gold m the over-90 kg class, 
beating team-mate Sameha 
Mara’sh into second place. Zina 
Mekati of Lebanon and Abeer 
Ahmad of Palestine took the 
bronze. 

In the free weight class Neda 
Nimr of Syria beat team-mate 
Bothayna Abu Trabi to win the 
gold. The bronzes were shared by 
Algeria’s Nada Warns and Nawar 
Awash. 

Nada Wanis won the 53 kg 
class by beating Syria’s JBanya 
Al-Sayed. Media Issa of Syria 
and Iman Alsayed of Egypt 





Katrin Krabbe 


HOROSCOPE NOT RECEIVED 


THE BETTER HALF f 


By Harris 




HARRIS 


“Great food fight, dear! The 
celery scud missiles were a 
brilliant strategy!” 


overuji^r polf time twice fri warp Jn gave m 
“and diy conditions, Mansell’s that he 
best was one minute and 22.221 day am 
seconds. a prop 

This left him six-tenths of a day. 
second ahead of Brazilian Ayrton The : 
Senna’s McLaren who finished uneven 
second fastest with a time docked early f 
on Friday. The pair share the Honda 


that he nad many meetings Satur- 
day and hoped to be able to make 
a proper statement later in the 
day. 

The session itself was relatively 
uneventful once Senna, on an 
early flying lap, had blown his 
Honda V12 engine. 


rAl-Otaibi with 1:07.95. Algeria!*, shared the bronze. 

- Abdul razak Wali was third - in Syria’s Adeeb Borboulwon th« s 
1:0840..-’ • i .■■■:•■ free pistol gold with 625 points* - 

! If fhe-menVSO metre -freestyle' Egypt's Tarefc-iZakarra^waa, 
. Egypt’s Mohatoimad ’ Al-Ezouli second with 624 points and Fayez 
Goz took the gold in 23.60 Younis of Syria came third with 
seconds followed by Tunisia’s 617. 


THATSG RAMBLED WORD GAIflE; 3 
9 oy Henri Arnold and Bob tee’ .1 


Medals table 


Urwcrambia these four JurnUas, 
one lettarto each square, to form 
(bur ordinary words. 


He dakns he's not 
askmg tor much 


Country 


St Jovite hot favourite for Arc trial 

DUBLIN (R) — St Jovite is hot favourite to win Sunday's Irish 
Champion Stakes on his way to what trainer Jim Bolger hopes will 
be a resounding victory in the Prix De I' Arc De Triompfae. But it 
will be no walkover. He faces Kooyonga. recovered from her flop 
in York's International Stakes and ready to show the kind of 
blistering acceleration that won her the Eclipse Stakes and a 
group one race in Germany. Kooyonga disappointed at York, 
trailing in last behind Rodrigo De Triano. Trainer Michael 
Kauntze discovered later she was in season. Sadly, the champion 
stakes cannot be billed as the race of the season because the 
connections of dual classic winner Rodrigo De Triano decided not 
to run the colt because they feared the ground would be soft ax 
Dublin’s Leopardstown Track. 


Peanuts 


BEFORE HE COULC? 
START C70IN& H/S 
WORK THE POTTER 
WANTEJ7 THIS. 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form thB surprise answer, as sug- 
gested try the above cartoon. 





(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: ICING HAIRY LOTION CODGER 

Answer The wrong way for an employee to get im fast 
in the world— TO HIT THE CEUJNG 


Andy Capp 



Mutt‘n’Jeff 


JEFF, GO OVER AND ASK 
THAT TAXI TO TAKE US 
HOWE! WERE BROKE AND 
HE AINT MIN’ NOTHIN’ 
NOW ANYWAY? SEE WHfit 

TOHESEZi 



THE Daily Crossword 


ACROSS 
1 Do in 

S Spiritual teacher 
9 Sketch 

14 Lacerated 

15 Amis' « wedge 

16 TV clement 

17 Avalabte 
IB — beck 


20 Fmows 

21 Book 
supplement . 

23 Spring btoomere 
’ 25 Mefcrtunes. 

26 Stripling 

27 Ballot 
29 Cutoff 


37 Quiz 

38 With sorrow 

39 At a rfistance 

40 Exponent of 36A 

41 Al once - 
42SBv8rskJes 

43 PoL party ' 

44 Buffalo BBI 

45 Observe 

46 Jowteh month . 
.48 Wreck ' 

52 The Lord’s 
Prayer 

56 Singleton 

57 Lighten one's 
feet 

58 Genuine 

59 Places 

60 Use a razor 

61 Summon 

62 Composer Satie 

63 More 
reasonable 

WAssoctea 


a 

DOWN.- 

1 Aperture In a 
leef 

2 Trial or Vincent 

3 Butting 

4 Urge 

5 Jordan 
mountain region 

6 Russian range 


Sanaa 

aiiaa 


«■ ana aua 


■■■ an 


Ota e Tittu wi Mate SevfcM. na. 
M Hgns ttawnaa 


7 Moke turbid 

8 Destroy. 

9 Spot 
IQBuooAc 

11 Lead— (be 
unhappy) 

12 Odd nunier 

13 Digits 

21 Time period 

22 Clever 

24 Domesticated 
beast 
27 54-45 
20 Excepting . 

30 Egg-shaped 

31 FBn 


32 Marsh p&m 

33 Supporting shaft 

34 Spotted dog 

35 Hairless 

38 Hairy or Henry 
38Contenut ' 

42 Sdorch 

44 Profession ' 

45 Odoriferous 
47 Search 

laboriously 


S Puzzle Solved: 


nnnnn 
nmnni nnnnn 
l fnnnnnnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnn ' nnnnnh 
_ nno rmnn 
ggrann ngnpi nnnn 
nnnn 

S nn nnnnnn 
°nnra nnnn nnnnn 
„ norm nnu 

n nnnnnnn 
SHKSS nnnnnnnnn 
RSSSG n nnn nnnn 
nnnan nnnn nnrnn 


48 Compartment S2Bridgefca». * 

48 Denizen of 53 — Khan . 

Paradise - 54 K9er whSb c 
'■a? I™* >= ■ Dark" . 56 Clos 
- S1 trTteHn B - 58 Bench 

















Uv$i business confidence in economy withering 


WASHINGTON (Agencies) — 
Business an£denoe fed sharply 
in summer after rising throogh 
the first half of rite year, the U.S., 
Chamber of Commerce has said, 
as ft&re mounted that a recovery 
was withering rapidly. 

The chamber's , latest business 
confidence index, measuring the 
attitudes of 5,515 businessmen 
women, shows they turned 
markedly more pessimistic by last 
month after six months of. 
buoyant hope. 

The index- — a bimonthly aver- 
age of three subiodexes measur- 


ing the economic outlook, busi- 
ness sales and hiring prospects six 
months ahead — fen to 58 in 
Angustfrom 64.2 in June, when it 
was last compiled. 

“You can almost see people’s 
confidence wilting,” the business 
. group’s chief economist, Lawr- 
. eoce Hunter, said in an interview-. 
It was the first time since Decem- 
ber that the index had fallen. 

Consumers also are losing con- 
fidence about job prospects, a 
fact that worries President 
-George Bush. Just eight weeks 
.from the Nov. 3 presidential vote. 


Financial 

Markets 
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surveys show the trembling re- 
covery has become voters’ No. 1 
concern. 

. “I have been concerned about 
the confidence factor,” Mr. Bush 
told the convention of B’nai 
B’rith, the Jewish fraternal orga- 
nisation. “You have so much 
gkxrm and doom about the eco- 
nomy that people are scared.” 

Mr. Hirnter raid the chamber’s 
survey is “a main street index” 
drat measures the. attitudes of 
entrepreneurs fike those who run 
small retail businesses, machine 
shops and restaurants and are 
dose to their customers. 

. Nearly three-quarters of those 
surveyed have fewer than 25 em- 
ployees. 

“The fact that these people see 
a decline in August , when 
momentum in a recovery should. 


be btnkting is significant,” Mr. months, compared with S4.4 per 
Hunter said. “People are losing cent in June, 
confidence that the recovery will M<wrie, tbe govern^ 
blossom.” _ a report that American business 

The business confidence index scaled back their plans to increase 
had risen steadily in surveys con- plant and equipment investment this 
ducted rn February, April and )*"■. reflecting new skepticism 


June before faltering last month. 

Mr. Hunter said the deteriora- 
tion “reflects the continuing in- 


about die strength of the economic 
recovery.' 

Businesses surveyed during 


World trade growth slows 

WASHINGTON (AP) — World trade, in both value and volume, 
^e w d ower last year, accordmg to the International Monetary Fond 

The value of trade in U.S. dollars rose about four per rent in 1991, 
compared with 14.5 per cent m 1990 and 8.2 per rent in 1989, the 
JMF said in its annual Direction of Trade Statistics yeubcak. ; 

In volume, trade growth slowed down for the third straight year to 
three per cent, which, was the slowest pace since 1983, the report said. 

Exports from industrial countries rose by 2 . 1 'per rent and imports 
by OS per cent in U.S. dollars, compared with 15 per cent growth for 
both exports and imports hi 1990, it said. ' 

The repeat said the overall trade balance -of the developing 
countries moved into a deficit for the first time' since 1986, with 
imports < ?««rfn»g exports by $30 billion. Exports for the countries 
rose by 8.1 per rent while imports increased 14.1 per cent, it said. 

Among the worst reported performances was in the states that 
make up the former Soriet Union, where exports declined by 72 per- 
cent and imports by 16.7 per cent. 

The IMF reported $2J5 trillion in exports from industrial countries 
and $956.9 billion from developing countries, with imports of $2.6 
triffion by the First World and $966.5 billion by the Third World. 


ability of the economy to rise July and August told the Com- 
from recession.” Not only is little tnercc Department they would 
improvement likely next year, he spend $551 trillion this year, a 4.3 
.'added, but there is “the distinct -per cent increase from 1991. In 
possibility that things will get the previous survey, during April 
worse.” and May, businesses had planned 

The steepest drop in August a 4.7 per cent increase and before 
confidence came in the subindex the year began they anticipated a 
that measures. the economic out- 5.4 per cent rise, 
took. It declined to 56.7 from According to economists^ the 
70.9 in June. Only 37.7 per cent unusually prolonged economic 
of respondents saw an improving expansion has made businesses 
economy over the next six cautious about expanding spend- 
' - ■ - — 5 — : - " ~i mg on both payrolls and on new 
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Michael Keatan & Mfchell Pfeifer 

in 

BAT MAN RETURNS 

Shows: 3 JO. &15. &30. IflbJO 


\ 



Alpacino in 


Tel: 675571 


NaH Al Mmhbd Theatre 


at 6:00 p.vn. dally 
Shahmad and Sinbad play - 

f 

A quiet comedy for all members of 
the family (adults and kids). Prior 
reservation is needed. 

The next show Is: 

\ (Tu’ Vanrmh) / 



Shows: 1230, 3:15, 6:15, 9 . 

■Special shows for children on Thursdays and 
Fridays at 11:00 am 


■ . Tel: 625155 A 


AHLAN THEATRE 
Nabil and Hisham 

(former Rainbow cinema) 

( AhKm New Wbiid Onler 

Show* am at 9 pjo. y 




plants and equipment. Corporate 
profits are up this year, but only 
because businesses are keeping a 
tight rein on costs. 

The increase in investment 
spending this year, if realised, 
would follow a 0.8 per cent de- 
cline in 1991, only the fourth drop 
in the past 33 yeans. Spending bad 
risen a moderate five per cent in 
1990 after shooting up 11.4 per 


cent in 1969 and 10.6 per cent in 
1968. 

Economists say new invest- 
ment in (riant and equipment is 
crucial to making U.S. industry 
competitive with foreign firms 
and one of die keys of a healthy 
economy in the long-run. 

But, at least for now, most 
manufacturing companies have 
little incentive to increase their 
capacity. Despite modest in- 
creases in new orders this year, 
they've managed to steadily re- 
duce their backlog of unfilled 
orders. 

Most of the planned increase m 
1992 is concentrated in aircraft 
manufacturing, where a 17.7 per 
cent increase is expected; non- 
durable goods manufacturing, 
such as textiles, chemicals and 
robber, and at railroad com- 
panies and electric companies. 

Durable goods factories, which 
make “big ticket” items such as 
autos and appliances, plan a 2.5 
per cent drop in investment 
spending after a 3.6 per rent 
decrease last year. 

When adjusted for inflation, 
overall capital spending is pro- 
jected to increase 5.8 per rent in 
1992 after a 1.6 per cent drop in 
1991. 


‘Alternative’ economists 
blast Bundesbank policy 


BONN (R) — Left-wing econom- 
ists fiercely attacked the Bundes- 
bank Friday, saying the German 
central bank’s high interest rates 
were having catastrophic effects 
and acc usin g it of ex c eeding its 
authority. 

“The Bundesbank’s high in- 
terest rate policy is damaging in 


money supply which the Bundes- 
bank closely monitors. 

Taking German electronics 
group Siemens as an example. 
Dr. Hickel said: 

“If Siemens invests relatively 
short-terni because of attractive 
interest rates, no one can serious- 
ly claim that Siemens is building 


every respect,” the working up an inflationary potential. It is 
group for alternative economic following a certain investment 

l i . .... ... •• 


policy, which has dose links with 
trade unions, said in a report on 
financial and monetary policy.” 


strategy. 

Thc independent Bundesbank 
has come under strong criticism 


“This sharply restrictive tine is in Germany and abroad since it 
having catastrophic consequences raised the discount rate in mid- 
in east and west Germany, in the July to a record 8.75 per cent 
European Community and other from eight per cent, even though' 


countries and is falsely justified in 
theory,” it pointed oat. 

The report accused the Bun- 


German economic growth was 
slowing. 

The Bundesbank insisted the 


desbank of exceeding its author- increase was necessary to slow, 
ity and raid it should be made down rapid growth in lending,' 
more accountable to parliament, which was boosting money supply 
“Through its dictates on in- and could lead to a pick-up m 
terest rate policy, the Bondes- ' inflation, 
bank has moused its autonomy Dr. Hickel called on the bank 
r smtus 'm tiie difficult phase' erf to cut the (fiscount rate to sex pier 
economic unification and dial- rent and the more important 


in the world economy,’ 


Lombard rate for emergency 
lending in the banking system to 


Bundesbank policy was directly eight per rent, their levels m 
obstructing the government’s autumn 1990 before five succes- 
efiorts to stimulate investment in sive increases took them to their 
former communist East Germany current highs. This would stimn- 
by making it harder for com- late economic growth and create 
parties to borrow money, it said. jobs. 

Professor Rudolf Hkfcel, an Challenging the Bundesbank’s 
economist from Bremen Uro- argument that rising bank lending 
versity and one of the authors of could be inflationary, the cco- 
the report, said the Bundesbank’s nomists said east Germans 
attempt to curb money supply needed to borrow to pay for the 
growth through high interest reconstruction of their battered 
rates was having the opposite economy and west German corn- 
effect. ponies had to borrow more be- 

. High interest rates attracted cause their economy was slowing, 
funds from long-term investment Credit-financed investment 
into short-term deposits, thereby would eventually stimulate 
boosting M3, a broad measures of growth, they said. 


PASSPORT LOST 

i, Jaswant Singh S/O Shangara Singh, of Indian national- 
ity ,'have lost my passport No. T 751503 issued in Amman, 
on the way from Salt to Amman. 

If found, please contact P.O.Box 184038, Amman. 


FURNISHED FLATS FOR RENT 

Consisting of one and two bedrooms located in 
Shmeisani near the former Yugoslav Embassy. 

Call tel.: 616658 


Separated flat, 4 rooms, carpets, curtains, office, separate 
entrance and parking. 

Best location in Amman — 3rd Circle. 

Please call 889354 


CAR FOR SALE 1 . 


Model .1985, colour red, duty paid, full options, sunroof, 
automatic gear, air-conditioned, electric tinted windows, 
velvet seats, power steering, electric antenna, radio and 
recorder. 

Price after inspection. 

. JPtease call tel. 897979, Mr. Samer. 


Furnished or Unfurnished 

Super , deiuxe floor at Sweifieh. Consists of 3 
bedrooms’ with inset cupboards, laundry room, 
maid room with bathroom, living room,, salon, 
dining room,, one glassed-in veranda and 
another spacious veranda. Area 324 square 
metres. 

Call taL: 810362 


European currencies 
end tumultuous week 
clinging to ERM grid 


LONDON (R) — European 
Community (EC) currencies en- 
ded a tumultuous week Friday 
still dinging to their existing 
levels in the bloc’s exchange rate 
grid, after feverish realignment 
speculation failed to dislodge 


But, with just over a week to 
go until France's SejX- 20 referen- 
dum on the Maastricht treaty on 
European union, the semi-toted 
exchange rate mechanism (ERM) 
remained fragile. 

Several EC central banks piled into 
the open market Friday to sup- 
port the lira — seen as the leading 
candidate for any devaluation. 

But, despite the hundreds of 
minions of dollars spent by the 
Italian, German and Belgian cen- 
tral banks on foreign exchange 
intervention, the Italian currency 
remained slumped just above its 
ERM floor of 765.40 to the mark. 

The pound sterling fared bet- 
ter, trading around 2,7900 marks, 
just above its ERM floor of 
2.7780 marks after British Prime 
Minister John Major put his own 
credibility on the tine by pledging 
again not to take “the soft op- 
tion” of devaluation. 

Currency analysts doubted 
however that the lira and the 
pound would survive a French 
“no” vote. Some questioned 
whether die lira would survive 
even until Sept. 20. 

“The government is desperate- 
ly frying to get through to Sept. 
20 without any (currency) 
realignment, but it is going to 
need more than good intentions," 
said Mario Noera, chief econom- 
ist at Milan merchant bank Euro- 
mobiliare. 

Ironically, the dollar, usually a 
victim of die marks strength, 
benefited Friday from the turmoil 
hi Europe, ending sharply higher 
at 1.4430 marks after 1.4078 on 
Thursday as central banks sold 
the German currency to prop up 
the lira. 

Worries rejected the accord in 
a referendum in June — have 
driven investors into the mark, 
traditionally seen as a safe haven 
in times of uncertainty. 

A French “no” vote would kill 
the EC’s existing plans for econo- 
mic and monetary union and 
- wreck havoc in financial markets. 

The strength of the mark, wor- 
ries about Maastricht and record 
high German interest rates have 
put a severe strain on European 
attempts to align their currencies 
m order to improve trading con- 
ditions. 


On Tuesday, Finland signalled 
that the strain was too spuch- It 
announced that it would allow the 
markka to float freely, abandon- 
ing its attempt to keep its curren- 
cy tied to the European Currency 
Unity, and effectively accepting a 
devaluation. 

The news unleashed talk of 
devaluations in other European 
countries, forcing them to take 
drastic counter-measures. 

On Wednesday, Sweden raised 
its marginal lending rate to a 
staggering 75 per cent to defend 
the crown, while Italy's Prime 
Minister Guiliano Amato 
announced bis administration 
wanted emergency legislative 
powers to deal with the economy. 

On Friday dealers said Italy's 
central bank spent 873 mi Dion 
marks ($619 million) trying to 
shore up the sagging lira as the 
Italian, German and Belgian cen- 
tral banks fought a war of nerves 
with traders convinced a devalua- 
tion was on the cards. 

Leading European shares, 
which have been depressed the 
turbulence in currency markets, 
managed nevertheless to dose 
mixed, helped by the stronger 
dollar. 

London’s Financial Times- 
Stock Exchange index of 100 
leading shares ended up 30.3 
points at 2,370.9, while France’s 
40-share CAC index climbed 
27.81 points to close at 1,801.99. 

But Frankfurt’s 30-share DAX 
index finished 0.87 points down 
at 1,527.80 in dull trading. 

In Milan, rumours the Bank of 
Italy was poised to raise the 
official discount rate to support 
the lira ravaged shares and 
bonds. The Milan bourse's MIB 
share index dosed 1.64 per rent 
lower and key government bonds 
at one point stood a full percen- 
tage point down. The Bank of 
Italy denied the rumours. 

Earlier Friday, Tokyo's 225- 
share Nikkei average closed 
800.78 points lower at 18,107.69 
on futures- linked selling. 

In New York, the Dow Jones 
industrial average was up just 
0.82 points at 3,305.98 in earfy 
trading there. 

Gold closed in London at 
$340.45 an ounce, down from 
S342.25 on Thursday. 

In oil, the international ben- 
chmark Brent Blend was down, 
one cent at $20.37 a hand for 
October delivery on London's 
International Petroleum Ex- 
change. 


OECD says reforming 
states to get more aid 


PARIS (AP) — The bulk of aid 
to poor countries in the next 
decade will go to those trying 
democratic, free-market reforms, 
the Organisation for Economic 
Cooperation and Development 
(OECD) says in a new report 

Both government and private 
donors will become more discri- 
minating in their foreign aid, the 
Paris-based QEJCD said in its 
annua! survey on debt and financ- 
ing for poor scnnamed-. 

“To a much greater than in the 
last decade, resource flows are 
likely to go to those countries 
making progress on the economic 
and political fronts,” the report 
said. 

The OECD groups the world's 
largest 24 industrialised democra- 
cies. It provides economic statis- 
tics and analysis to member 


states. 

The report said that with de- 
velopment funds becoming ever 
tighter in wealthy countries, aid 
recipients will be scrutinized 
closely to see if they merit dona- 
tions or refinancing. 

Governments will remain the 
chief source of assistance, the 
OECD said, but are not likely to 
increase expenditures much. Pri- 
vate donors will become in- 
creasingly important. 

The OECD survey said total 
net resource flows from its mem- 
bers to developing countries 
totalled $137.5 billion last year. 

The figure is almost the same 
as in 1990, but represents a three 
per cent decline after adjustment 
for inflation and exchange rate 
fluctuations. 



667171 


FOR RENT 

MODERN FURNISHED FLATS 

One bedroom, living-dining room, kitchen and bathroom. 
C.H. and telephones. 

Location: Jabal Amman between 3rd & 4th Circles. 

Tel.: 867862 - 642351 


FURNISHED FLAT FOR RENT 

Consists of 3 bedrooms, salon, dining room, two bath- 
rooms, kitchen, independent central heating, solar heater 
with telephone. Furniture in excellent condition. 
Location: Sweifieh near the Ofympia Hotel. 

call tel.: 814286/814287 


FOR RENT 

FURNISHED APARTMENT 

Ground floor apartment with large garden In 
Jabal Amman 3rd/4th Circles. Located with- 
in a well-kept pleasant building in a quiet 
neighbourhood. 

One bedroom, sitting and dining room, 
fully-equipped kitchen, IVfe bathrooms, own 
central heating, colour T.V! and telephone. 
Sun-lounge that can be used as extra 
bedroom. 

Cali 622359/625053 9:30 a.m.-1:30 p.m. 
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We will not fire first, 
says Bosnian Serb leader 


SARAJEVO (R) — Bosnia’s 
Serbs have placed all their heavy 
weapons around four cities under 
U.N. supervision and will not fire 
them unless they come under 
-heavy fire, Bosnian Serb leader 
Radovan Karadzic said Saturday. 
" -''Even if we are provoked we 
will not fire back,” Mr. Karadzic 
told Reuters by telephone from 
-Pate, his headquarters outside 
Sarajevo. “If it is just a few shells 
we shall not respond — only if we 
-dome under heavy attack from 
the Muslims." 

: • 'Mr. Karadzic was speaking mo- 
ments after a noon deadline for 
-the weapons to be put under 
.United Nations observation 
around Sarajevo, Bihac, Jajce 
and Gorazde. 

* “We have no others, and we 
have already withdrawn them 
fit) hi around Gorazde," said Mr. 
Karadzic. 

“We have been ready since the 
d?y before yesterday to accept 
U-N- supervision," he added, in- 
■sisting that if any heavy shelling 
.broke out now it would be started 
by his Muslim and Croat foes. 

Sarajevo enjoyed its quietest 
jiight for months on the eve of 
the' deadline, although earlier 
Friday city centre buildings in- 
cluding the Bristol Hotel were set 
.'on fire by shells. 

' There were no reports of shell- 
ing in the Bosnian capital Satur- 
day, but Radio Sarajevo said a 
heavy artillery attack had been 
-launched on Bihac and its sur- 
roundings only hours before the 
deadline. 

The radio quoted its correspon- 
dent in the western Bosnian 
towns as saying: “Powerful explo- 
sions of mortar. Howitzer and 
-tank shells can be heard from all 
.sides.” There was no indepen- 
'dent confirmation of the report. 

• , But only minutes later the first 
.cracks appeared in the weapons 
.monitoring agreement. 


Ejup Game, a Muslim member 
Of die Bosnian presidency, fold 
Reuters in the centre of Sarajevo: 
“We been shelled all day from 
Karadzic's side. 

“Ask UNPROFOR (the Un- 
ited Nations Protection Force) 
how many (Serb) positions they 
are monitoring ... and they are 
welcome to monitor our 
weapons.” 

Despite his words, only sniper 
and light arms fire was heard in 
the city centre and Mr. Ganic did 
not specify where the shelling bad 
taken place. 

Mr. Karadzic said he hoped the 
monitoring of the heavy weapons 
would lead to a permanent cease- 
fire in Sarajevo and elsewhere. 

“We are willing to stop the 
fighting now and stay where we 
are and wait for a political solu- 
tion, which should be readied 
very soon in Geneva,” he said. 

He co nfirm ed that he would 
himself lead the Bosnian Serb 
delegation to the Geneva peace 
talks due to start next Friday. 

“I will stay there as long as it 
takes — as long as I am not 
wasting my time," be said. 

The current fighting erupted 
when Bosnia's Muslims and 
Croats voted for an independent 
state against the wishes of the 
Serb minority, who have used 
their far greater firepower to take 
control of some two-thirds of the 
republic. » 

But Mr. Karadzic insisted that 
the five month ordeal of 
Sarajevo was not a siege, but a 
defence of the 60-70,000 Serbs in 
the capital. 

“W_ are letting humanitarian 
convoys into the dty but the 
Serbs there are not getting any 
aid," be said. “They are hostages 
— we demand that the Muslim 
side let them go.” 

In Belgrade, U.N. envoy Cyrus 
Vance, wiK*. met Mr. Karadzic 
and Bosnian government leaders 



A Serbian fighter takes aim hi Sarajevo as fighting eases in Bosnia 
Thursday along with European areas, was not signed for Serbian 


Community mediator Lord 
Owen, unexpectedly prolonged 
his visit. 

Lord Owen flew home to Bri- 
tain earlier Saturday but Mr. 
Vance had more talks with 
Yugoslav Prime Minister Milan 
Panic. He also discussed the 
heavy weapons monitoring with 
Yugoslav chief of staff Zivota 
Panic and UNPROFOR Com- 
mander General Satish Nambiar, 
along with UNPROFOR head of 
civil affairs Cedric Thomberry. 

Sources dose to the meeting 
said they also discussed aspects of 
an agreement signed Friday by 
Prime Minister Panic committing 
Yugoslavia to take “all practical 
steps” to end the siege of 
Sarajevo. 


President Slobodan Milosevic. 

Mr. Milosevic, a hardline 
nationalist, is a rallying figure for 
many of the Serb irregulars fight- 
ing in Sarajevo and he and Panic 
are in increasingly open conflict. 

Mr. Panic's Foreign- Minister 
Vladislav Jovanovic resigned 
Thursday, bitterly deuxmriBg his 
policies, and was promptly reap- 
pointed as Serbian foreign minis- 
ter by Milosevic. 

Mr. Panic ami Yugoslav Presi- 
dent Dobrica Code also agreed to 
reopen the main motorway link- 
ing the Croatian capital Zagreb 
and Belgrade, closed since 
Croatia’s secession a year ago. 

They undertook to permit the 
stationing of independent obscr- 


Yugoslavia, now consisting vers at nnlitaiy airfields and bor- 

.f.. J . - — - * . _ _ . ~ n 


only of Serbia and Montenegro, 
officially has no part in the Bos- 
nian conflict, but still exercises 
strong influence over the Bosnian 
Serbs. 

The joint communique, which 
also pledged steps to aid “ethnic 
cleansing” of Muslim and Croat 
civilians from Serb-majority 


der 


between Bosnia, 
and Montenegro. 

The communique said agree- 
ment in principle bad been 
reached to demilitarise the Pre- 
vlaka peninsula, Croatia's south- 
ernmost tip on the Adriatic, now 
occupied by Yugoslav Federal 
Forces. 


Ramos 

seeks 

peace with 

Muslim 

rebels 


ZAMBOANGA, Philippines (R) 
— President Fidel Ramos 
appealed Saturday for peace in 
the southern Philippines, where 
Communist rebels and Muslim 
secessionists have been fighting 
government troops for two de- 
cades. 

' “I reiterate my appeal to you to 
support me with everything that 
you have so we can make the 
peace process succeed," be said 
in a speech at a university. 

"I am confident it will suc- 
ceed." 

Gen. Ramos later urged Mus- 
lim leader Nor Misuari, chairman 
of the separatist Moro National 
Liberation Front (MNLF), to 
consider the government's peace 
offer. 

“Nor Misuari is missing a good 
opportunity. This is the best offer 
we can make ... I hope he takes 
advantage of it because he might 
be isolated," he said at a news 
conference. 

Mr. Misuari lives in Saudi Ara- 
bia but his spokesman earlier 
rejected a government amnesty 
plaii. 

Gen. Ramos, who has offered 
an' amnesty to all rebel groups, 
pushed his peace initiative during 
a' visit to Zamboanga City in 
Mindanao. The southern island 
walS the scene of a Muslim seces- 
sionist war in the early 1970s 
which killed more than 50,000 
people. 

. The uprising tapered off in the 
late. 1970s after the government 
signed an agreement with the 
MNLF granting autonomy to 13 
provinces in Mindanao. 

Sporadic small-scale clashes 
have continued in the area de- 
spite a ceasefire agreed in 1986. 

Gen. Ramos called for unity 
and cooperation to prevent a 
similar war from erupting again. 
But on Thursday a MNLF 
spokesman rejected the amnesty 
offer. 

"It is a shame to accept amnes- 
ty. God will not forgive him who 
surrenders to his enemy," said 
Zaun Jali. “The motive is for the 
MNLF to surrender. They cannot 
fool us.” 

Communist leaders last month 
also rejected the offer but later 
agreed to hold talks with the 
government to find a solution to 
the 23-year-old Marxist insurgen- 
cy. 

The government has also asked 
rebel soldiers behind six coup 
attempts during the previous 
administration to accept the 
amnesty proposal. 

Gen. Ramos, who visited gov- 
ernment projects in Zamboanga, 
also released 240 million pesos 
($9.6 mfllion) for development 
projects in the region and 
announced plans to turn Zam- 
boanga into a free port. 


Georgian soldier killed, 
but truce mainly holds 


MOSCOW (R) — A Georgian 
soldier was killed Saturday m a 
clash with Abkhazian separatist 
rebels, but a two-day-old truce 
generally held, a Georgian 
spokesxhan said. 

But the Abkhazian nationalists 
accused Georgian forces of 
violating die ceasefire by attack- 
ing rebel positions and villages 
with machineguns and helicopters 
in several places. 

An agreement to separate the 
rival forces was hammered out 
late Thursday by a joint commis- 
sion set up by the leaders of 
Georgia, Russia and Abkhazia. 
The disengagement took place 
Friday. 

A spokesman for the Georgian 
military commander in Sukhumi 
told focal journalists rebels had 
attacked government positions 
along the railway south of the 
Abkhazian capital. 

A sofcfier died ami three more were 
wounded in the clash, which 
lasted one and a half hours early 
in the morning. 

But the night was generally 
quiet in both Georgian-occupied 
Sukhumi and the rebel stron- 
ghold Gudauta, the spokesman 
said. 

The Abkhazian nationalists, in 
a statement telephoned from 
Gudauta, said two fighters were 
wounded near Gagra in northern 
Abkhazia in a Georgian over- 
night attack. 

They accused Georgian leader 


Eduard Shevardnadze's men of 
shooting up three villages in 
southern Abkhazia around mid- 
day Saturday from helicopters. 

Georgian officials say almost 
200 people have been killed since 
Georgia, reacting to a bid by the 
provincial parliament for more 
autonomy, sent troops into the 
Black Sea region last month. 
Tens of thousands of people have 
fled to Russia. 

A ceasefire between Georgia's 
Transcaucasian neighbours 
Armenia and Azerbaijan, which 
came into force on Sept. 1, con- 
tinued to be widely ignored. 

ITAR-TASS News Agency 
said clashes broke out througi 
Friday night and Saturday morn- 
ing in at least two areas of 
Nagorno-Karabakh, an 
Armenian-populated enclave in- 
side Azerbaijan. 

It said heavy fighting continued 
in Mardakert region of northern 
Karah akh, leading to casualties 
on both sides, but gave no fi- 
gures. 

Both sides accused the other of 
shelling across the border be- 
tween Azerbaijan and Armenia 
proper. 

Azeri military sources told 
TASS Azeri forces bad shelled an 
Armenian military convoy trying 
to cross to Karabakh from Arme- 
nia through I jriiin path. 

More than 2,000 people have 
died in more than four years of 
fighting over Nagorno-Karabakh. 


Children injured in German 
refugee hostel attack 


BONN (R) — Two sleeping chil- 
dren were injured in an arson 
attack on a refugee home in 
Germany and four residents de- 
fending another hostel were hurt 
by stone-throwing rightists, 
police Saturday. 

The children, aged four and 
six, were taken to hospital after 
unknown attackers threw a 
petrol-bomb at a window of the 
hostel in Hemsbadi. hi the west- 
ern state of Baden- 
Wuerttemberg, early Saturday, 
police added. 


are expected to come to Germany 
tiiis year, up from 256,000 last 
year. Chancellor Helmut Kohl’s 
government wants to tighten the 
country’s liberal asylum laws, 
blamed for the influx. 


A statement did not specify 
whether the children suffered 
burns or die extent of their in- 
juries. A police spokeswoman 
said they were foreigners, but did 
not know which nationality. 

In Quedlinbuig, in the eastern 
state of Saxony- Anhalt, rightists 
hurled stones and fireworks late 
Friday at residents defending a 
refu ge e hostel in the sixth con- 
secutive night of anti-foreigner 
unrest there. 


Meanwhile, a prominent far- 
right potitidan easily beat Chan- 
cellor Helmut Kohl in a phone-in 
poll on who should be Gemuuiy's- 
leader, the mass-circulation daily 
Blld said Saturday. 

Franz Scboenhnber, a former 
officer in Hitler’s elite Waffcn-SS 
force and now head of the far- 
right Republicans Party, .was. 
backed by 39 per cent of 218,423 
callers.* - 


Police detained 41 rioters and 
four people staging a vigil outside 
the hostel were slightly injured by 
stones. An ambulance called to 
the scene was also pelted with 
stones. 

Germany has been rocked by a 
new wave of anti-foreigner vio- 
lence since neo-Nazis attacked a 
refugee bo me in the Baltic port of 
Rostock last month. 

Up to half a million foreigners 


The Christian Democratic 
(CDU) chancellor, whose popu- 
larity has waned because of soar- 
ing costs of German unification, 
came second with 23 per cent. 
Bjoem Engholm, leader of the 
opposition Social Democrats 
(SPD), got 18.9 per cent. 

Bild cautioned that its survey 
method had no safeguard to bar 
repeated calls, tearing it open to 
manipulation. 

"Despite the possibility of 
manipulation it appears certain 


that people increasingly turn 
away from (established) 


iHti- 


ctans,” the newspaper 
It quoted a typical Schoenhu- 
ber backed as saying: "I am a 
CDU man, but I am voting for 
Schoenhnber to protest against 
the asylum problems. 


Peace 
team fails 
to budge 
Khmer 


PA1LIN, Cambodia (R) — The 
Khmer Rouge guerrilla group 
Saturday rejected a plea from an 
international peace de le g a ti on to 
, rejoin the U.N.-sponsored peace 
process for Cambodia. 

“The Khmer Rouge maintains 
its stance as far as implementing 
the Paris peace agreement is con- 
cerned,” Head of State Prince 
Norodom Sihanouk told repor- 
ters after talks at the Khiner 
Rouge headquarters in western 
Cambodia. 

The prince,' leaders of the UJ9. 
transitional authority in Cambo- 
dia (UNTAC) and envoys from 
the five permanent members of 
the U.N. Security Council came 
to Pailm, die only population 
centre under Khmer Rouge con- 
trol, to press the Maoists to begin 
sending their fighters into U.N. 
camps ahead of disar m ament. 

The Khmer Rouge signed the 
peace agreement last October but 
has balked at disarming became, 
it says, Vietnamese troops are 
still active in Cambodia. 

UNTAC says the guerrilla 
group has offered no evidence of 
th& 

Prince Sihanouk said Khmer 
Rouge President Khietr Samphan 
had concentrated his remarks on 
the need for a transfer of power 
from the Vietnam-installed 
Phnom Penh government to the 
Supreme National Council, a re- 
conciliation body formed by all 
four Cambodian factions. 

“There is no common ground 
between Mr. Khieu Samphan and 
Mr. Hun Sen," the prince said. 


Yeltsin 
reverses 
threat . 
to oust 
opponents 


MOSCOW ( AP) — Boris Yeltsin 
has reversed threats to try and 
oust hardline opponents from file 
Russian Supreme Soviet and re- 
cent polls indicate the Russian 
president’s popularity is slipping. 

Mr. Yeltsin’s Friday statement 
came amid claims of victory by 
Russian nationalists who 'said 
they bad forced the president two 
days ago to postpone a long- 
awaited trip to Japan. 

They had threatened to seek 
Mr. Yeltsin's impeatibement if he 
surrendered any of the disputed 
'Kuril Islands to Japan in ex- 
change. for badly, needed econo- 
mic assistance. 

“The story of the visit to Japan 
ami South Korea that failed to 
take place testifies to Mr. Yelt- 
sin's shaky position and to a 
weakening of the democratic 
wing in the Russian leadership.” 
Izvestia said in a commentary 
Friday. 

“The supporters of a moderate 
course in international affairs 
have suffered a serious defeat," it 
said. 

Mr. Yeltsin's government has 
slowed the pace of its painful 
economic reforms in recent 
months, loosening up some of the 
tight fiscal policies imposed at the 
beginning of the year. 

Recent polls have shown Mr. 
Yeltsin's - popularity falling. The 
percentage of people who trust 
-Mr. Yeltsin’s economic policies 
fell to 33 per cent in August, from 
a January high of 58 per cent, the 
daily Izvestia newspaper reported 
Tuesday. The poll did not give a 
margin of error. 

Sergei Skvortsov, a reader of 
the All-Russia Committee for the 
Defence of the Kuril Islands, 
called the postponement of the 
Japan visit “the first real victory 
for the patriotic forces — 
Communists and non-Communist 
patriots." 

He added: “It is perfectly dear 
that the existing regime is unable 
to change its anti-people policy 
and should be liquidated." 

.The president's unexpected 
support for lawmakers came less 
il&q two weeks before the Sup- 
reme Soviet legislature is to con- 
vene. 

Mr. Yeltsin's statement Friday 
was-a dear departure from pre- 
vious threats to call a national 
referendum or new elections to 
remove the former Communists 
who dominate the legislature and 
file larger Congress of People’s 
Deputies. 

It indicated that Mr. Yeltsin 
now thinks he might lose such a 
battle. 

“Now, when the most difficult 
state of refo rms is over, it is 
important to end all talk about 
the uselessness of deputies’ 
work," Mr. Yeltsin said during & 
visit to the Volga River city of 
Cheboksary, 650 kflometres east 
of Moscow. The speech was car- 
ried live on Russian Radio and 
later broadcast on Russian Televi- 


sion. 


S. African judge: takes 
over massacre inquiry 


CAPE TOWN (R) — A judge 
appointed by President F.W. De 
Klerk to probe South African 
township violence said Saturday 
be had taken over the inquiry into 
a massacre by troopsin the nomi- 
nally. independent Ciskei home- 
land. 

Judge Richard Goklstone, re- 
spected by all sides for the' impar- 


tiality of bis enquiries so for, said 
in a statement his commission, 
which includes judges and legal 
academics, had taken over from 
GskePs own Justice Department. 

, He said he would report to 
President F.W. De Klerk by the 
end of the month Monday’s gun- 
ning down by Ciskei soldiers of at 
least 28 people in a crowd of 
60,000 marching on the homeland 
c ap ital of BiSho. Nearly 200 peo- 
ple were wounded. 

He said also that he had 
appointed 26 lawyers, policemen 
and soldiers to five special inves- 
tigation teams that would report 
dirertly to him on violence in four 
key areas. 

Police Saturday reported 18 
people, including a family of six 
at Empangeni in Natal province 
and four policemen, kilted in 
township violence Friday. 

The independent South Afri- 
can Institute of Race Relations 
said Friday 1,800 people had died 
in township violence this year and 
13,600 people bad been killed in 


dashes since 1984. 

In King Wiiliamstown, adja- 
cent to the Ciskei capital of 
Bisho, police released 154 people 
detained Friday in connection 
with arms found at an African 
National Congress (ANC) Youth 
League office. 

police said two men were held 
and would face charges of illegal 
possession of arms apparently 
stolen from the homes of Gskei 
soldiers after Monday's massacre 

South Africa .usually argues 
that it cannot dictate to or dismiss 
military ruler Oupa Gqozo be 
cause Gskei, a small southcoast 
tribal territory, is an independent 
country. 

But in an apparent concession 
to international pressure follow- 
ing Monday’s shooting, Mr. De 
Klerk instructed Judge Goldstonc 
to report on the incident. 

“The state president has furth- 
er requested the commission 
urgently to make recommenda- 
tions on steps which should be 
taken to prevent a repetition of 
such events," Judge Goldstone 
said. 

He said he had agreed with 
Ciskei’s chief judge to take over 
the enquiry from Gen. Gqozo's 
administration. 

The five special investigation 
teams appointed Saturday would 
fen out to Natal province, where 
the killing rate is highest. 


Hammarskj old death was no 
accident — former aides 


LONDON (R) — The plane 
crash that kilted U.N. Secretary- 
General Dag Hammarskjold in 
northern Rhodesia in 1961 was 
not accidental but caused by mer- 
cenaries working for Belgian min- 
ing interests m the Congo, former 
U.N. officials say. 

The former officials, in a letter 
published in Britain's Guardian 
newspaper Friday, say they de- 
cided to speak out after the 
downing of an Italian plane- on a 
U.N. relief mission to Sarajevo 
on Sept. 3. 

“Now .the Italian crew on a 
mercy mission to Bosnia have 
been shot down we feel it b time 
that we should say that we are 
convinced that ... Hammarskjold 
was killed in the same way," 

George Ivan Smith and Conor 
Gcu fee O’Brien wrote.* 

The two oiefe were U.N. repre- 
sentatives in -Katanga, a province 
of the newly independent Congo 
(later Zaire), at the time of the 
U.N. Secretary-General's death. 

Mr. Hammarskjold was killed 
on Sept. 17, 1961, when his plane 
crashed on its way from the Con- 
golese capital. Leopoldville (now 
Kinshasa) to the northern Rhode- 
sian town of Ndola to persuade 
fiie president of Katanga to end 
his bid to secede. 

The official version of the crash 
was that there was no evidence to- (the ini 
support any suggestion that, the elusion 
aircraft was fired upon or ex- 
ploded in flight. 

But the two former officials 
said two mercenaries have admit- 
ted in taped interviews that they 
shot at the plane from two inter- 
ceptor aircraft to divert it and 
prevent the meeting. 

“They were acting under 
orders from file mining Cabal 


who wanted to control Katanga’s 
copper, uranium and diamonds, 
Mr. Smith said, adding file Cabal 
was led by a Belgian mining 
conglomerate he identified as 
Union Miniere De Haut Katan- 


The two men said in the tetter 
they did not 1 believe the orders 
were to shoot down the plane. 
They believe the warning shot 
must have hit a wire and caused 
the plane to crash. 

“Reluctantly we open this case 
in the interests of peace and 
peoples who work for it,” the 
letter said. “Bosnia is subject to 
raw race and religious prejudice, 
qn juan g brigands to commit the 
same type of insane acts from 
which we suffered in the Congo. 

“In the name of peace, should 
not agents of the U.N. be pro- 
tected?" 

Belgium's Union Miniere Min- 
ing Company denied Friday that 
mercenaries working for Belgian 
mining interests caused the plane 
crash. 


A Union Miniere statement 
said the letter from Smith and 
O’Brien and an accompanying 
article in the newspaper “comes 
after 30 years of silence and is 
surprising.” 

“We consider the case shut, 
came to the con- 
it was an accident and 
the plane was not shot at,” Union 
Mfruerc spokesman Eddy Corne- 
lls added. 

Belgian Foreign Minister WQly 
Claes declined to comment when 
asked -about the affair during a 
routine press briefing. He said he 
would wait to know the basis of 
die newspaper articles before 
commenting. 


Japan threatens to scrap CIS aid talks 


TOKYO (R) — Japan is thre- 
atening to scrap plans to host an 
international conference on aid 
for the former Soviet republics as 
a Russo-Japanese war of words 
hotted up over President Boris 
Yeltsin’s aborted trip to Tokyo.: 
Clearly angered by charges 
from Moscow that Japanese in- 
transigence was to blame for the 
cfiplomatic fiasco. Foreign Minis- 
ter Michio Watanabe gave a 
warning Friday that be might- 
decline to chair the conference, 
set for OcL 28-29. 

“If we are to go by what is 
being said now in Russia, there 
may be no point in holding the 


conference here, with me as its 
chairman,” Mr. Watanabe said in 
an interview with Kyodo News 
Service published overnight. 


“Given fife present situation, 
we may have to reconsider,” the 
foreign minister added: 


Russian City of Cheboksary dial 
the visit had been called off -be- 
cause Japan had proved “too cate- 
goric” in its demands that Russia 
hand back four North Pacific 
islands seized at the end of World 
War U. 


Mr. Watanabe was quoted as 
saying he would make a final 
decision on his return from next 
week’s U.N. General Assembly 
meeting in New York, where he 
was expected to meet Russian 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev. 

He rejected remarks by Mr. 
Yeltsin earlier in the day In the 


Kyodo said Mr. Watanabe bl- 
asted the Japanese government 
preferred to accept Mr. Yeltsin’s 
Wednesday statement in a tele- 
phone call to Prime Minister 
Knchi Miyazawa that he was 
postponing Us trip because of 
Russian domestic problems and 
not because of any dissatisfaction 
with Japan. 


Hurricane Iniki causes heavy damage in Hawaii 

HONOLULU, Hawaii (R) — southeast, Oahu and the stale 
Hurricane Iniki slammed into capital Honolulu were spared the 
Hawaii with winds of up to 160 brimt of die storm. Damage was. 


mph (256 kph) Friday, forcing 
tens of thousands of people to 
flee inland, flooding roads and 
destroying homes. 

The Hurricane, the first to hit 
the state in 10 years and one of 
the strongest in Hawaiian history, 
brushed past the heavily popu- 
lated island of Oahu and scored a 
direct hit on Kanai, a tourist 
resort of about 50,000 people. 

Amateur radio operators — 
Kauai’s only link to die outside 
world after communications were 
knocked out — reported that the 
roof was tom off die main state 
government buDding in Lib lie, 
the island’s biggest town. 

Harvey hartenstein, a radio 
operator on Oahu, said he had 
beard accounts of extensive dam- 
age throughout the volcanic is- 
land. Power was knocked oat and 
coastal highways swamped by 201- 
foot (six-metre) waves. Beach- 
front homes were destroyed by 
surging tides. 

About 160 Itifometres to the 


relatively moderate and there 
were no reports, of deaths or 
injuries. 

“Compared to what we ex- 
pected, we’ve gotten away with 
very minor damage,” said a 
spokesman for Honolulu Mayor 
Frank Fasi. . 

Huge waves swamped coastal 
highways on Oahu and high 
winds ripped down power lines, 
knocking out' electricity to an 
estimated 30,000 homes; civil de- 
fence officials said. The roofs of 
several homes and businesses 
were blown off. 

Warships left Peari Harbour to 
ride out Abe storm at sea. Navy 
planes fled Barbers Point Naval 
Air Station for bases in Califor- 
nia; , ' 

An estimated 26.000 frightened 
residents' and tourists jammed 
emergency shelters on Oahu. 
Small hotels and . guest houses 
were evacuated on Waikiki * 


bad told the White House the 
island would be a disaster area 
and- .President George Bosh 
should be prepared to. .send 
'troops and assistance. 

“This is one of the worst disas- 
ters we are going to experience in 
recent memory,” be -said. 

The last hurricane to hit 
Hawaii was twa in 1982, which 
brushed Oahu and hit Kauai 
directly, killing one. person and - 
causing $234 million worth of 


dents were evacuated from the 
coast of Kauai. Hawaii Governor 
John Waihce relayed a message 
through ham radio operators 
promising relief flights as soon as 
die island’s airport reopened. 

By Friday night, Inflri was 
beading north out to sea. 


Iniki, which means “sharp and 
piercing 4s wind or pangs of low” 
in the local language, slammed 
into the chain of vacation islands 
with sustained winds of 14S mph 
(236 kph) and gusts of 160 mph 
(256 kph). 

■' ft was as powerful as hurricane 
Andrew winch hit south Honda 
in late August, kflfing dozens of 


As gale-force winds swept 
Oahu earlier in the day, author^ 
ities ordered the evacuation of all 
buildings within 300 feet (90 
metres) of the ocean, inducting 
hotels on Waflaki Beach. 

But managers of some high-rise, 
hotels ignored the evacuation de- 
cree ami sent guests' to higher 
floors . 

About 400 National Guard 
troops were called out to j n 

the evacuation and prevent loot- 
ing. More than a 'hundred 
emergency shelters were filled to 


and causing bfflians of capacity on Oahu, the most papu- 


Mr. Fas said on television he 


m 'damage. 

Hawaii’s sparsely populated 
•northern islands —.Kanai- and 
ndgbbouriiig Nnhau — felt In- 
Ha's full fury. . 

Thousands of tourists and resi- 


ious island with more than 80 OJJOQ 
residents. 


AU flights between fire U.S. 
m a inl a n d and Honolulu and most 
air services between the. islands 
were suspended. 
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Japanese kids get 
first taste of 
five-day week - 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese chil- 
dren are treated this week to their 
fust five-day school week, but 
many may soon be wishing for a 
return to the good old six days of 
classes. The Education Ministry 
is making the second Saturday of 
each month a rest day for the 
country's 18 million children. The 
move coincides with a nationwide 
cry for shorter working hours, 
reflecting criticism abroad of 
Japanese “workaholism”. “The 
key point in five-day weeks is to 
realise the importance of extra- 
curricular activities for educa- 
tion,” a spokeswoman for Japan's 
National Congress of Parents and 
Teachers Associations said. But in 
the worst and most likely case, 
instead of extracurricular activi- 
ties or just plain old play time, 
the children will be sent to Juku 
(cram schools), where conditions 
and teaching methods are much 
more spartan than in public 
schools. According to news re- 
ports, more than half Japan's 
school-age children go to cram 
schools in the evenings and dur- 
ing holidays to get the jump on 
fellow students in securing places 
in good schools and universities. 


Japanese firm 
offers security 
service to women 


TOKYO (R) — Japanese women 
afraid, like Cinderella, of going 
borne after midnight can now hire 
escorts to protect them from 
attacks. Shin Nihon Keibi, a 
security company in the western 
dty of Kobe, has launched a 
“Cinderella service” to walk 
women to their destination. “An 
increasing number of female 
managers in Japanese companies 
and more assaults on women in 
recent years have led us to start 
the new service," said company 
President Yukio Tokida. The ser- 
vice costs 100.000 yen ($800) for 
an annual membership plus more 
than 5,000 yen (S40) per escort. 


Rubbish heap saves. 
Un; 


gAcUn suicide jump 


HONG KONG (R) — A pile of 
uncollected rubbish saved the life 
of a 14-year-old Macau schoolgirl 
who jumped from the 15th floor 
of her apartment block after a 
quarrel with her aunt, police said 
Saturday. The girl was seriously 
injured in her suicide leap on 
Friday and rushed to a nearby 
hospital. Police in the Portuguese 
territory said a mound of garbage 
had gathered in the building's 
courtyard for several days. 


Girl calls home 
to say reports of 
her death premature 


NAMUR, Belgium (R) — A 
Belgian couple who were about 
to bury a teenage girl found dead 
in a ditch got a timely telephone 
call from their daughter to tell 
them the body was not hers. The 
16-year-old girl, who was staying 
with friends, rang home this week 
after reading in newspapers that 
her mother had identified the 
disfigured body of the girl as ber 
daughter, police m this southern 
Belgian town said Friday. “It was 
o nly w hen the girl called (her 
parents) that it was found out she 
was still alive," a police spokes- 
man said. The mother bad based 
ber identification on hair, clothes 
arid jewellery. Police said the 
mistake was caused by the feet 
that two girls of the same age and 
with similar characteristics had 
been reported missing from home 
at the same time in the same area. 
They said they were now trying to 
establish if the body was that of 
the other girl. 


Pavarotti is 
trying to lose 
weight again 
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LONDON (A P) - Luciano 
Pavarotti said he is losing weight 
and. hopes to shed 80 pounds (36 
kgs) by eating only two fight 
™is a day. “When I come 
bade in a couple of years you will 
not recongke me. I will have to 
wear a carnation,” a news confer- 
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cnce was told by the 56-yearofai 
Italian tenor. He said be had lost 


three to five pounds (L3 to 12 
kgs) a day in the past on the diet, 
which totals T.800 1 calorics a day. 
Pavarotti is reputed to weigh 
around 280 pounds (127 k^). He 
did not. dispute the figure 
when a reporter mentioned it. 
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size m good h amour. Pavarotti, 
who lives in Modena, Italy, is 
starring in Giacomo PuorinTs 
Tosca opening the new season at 


s 


Cavaradossi while soprano- Eli- 


zabeth HoUeque of die United 
oakes her Brith 


States- makes ; 
the tifie role. 


British debut in- 





